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MIRACLES OF GRACE IN THE PRISON OF GREECE 


In the prison of Piraeus I became 
acquainted with a young man who 
was being tried for murder. Every 
time I visited him I tried to bring 
him to the Lord, but with great bit- 
terness of soul he declared he was an 
atheist and that I was just wasting 
my time talking to him. One day I 
handed him a New Testament and 
told him it would do him good to 
read the First Epistle of John espe- 
cially verses 7 and 9 of the first chap- 
ter. With a cynical smile he promised 
that just to satisfy me he would do it. 
On my next visit he could hardly 
wait to tell me what had happened. 
“As soon as you left, I went to my 
cell and read the two verses you had 
called to my attention. One especially 
gripped me and I read it over and 
over: ‘If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to dantine us from all un- 
righteousness.’ And do you know, I 
have believed this verse and am sure 
the blood of Christ has cleansed my 
sin!” He then continued, “I was try- 
ing by every possible means to escape 
a murder sentence and to plead inno- 
cent, but my conscience began to 
bother me. I killed someone because 
he owed me money, and now his 
widow and children are suffering for 
my sin. In my despair over my plight 
I contemplated suicide, but as I 
pondered over these two verses, I 
knelt down and asked God to forgive 
me. Then I asked to see the director 
of the prison, and whereas I had be- 
fore sought to convince him I was 
innocent, I now confessed to him my 
crime and gave him my testimony. 
Please pray that God will use me 
greatly in this prison as I witness to 
my fellow-prisoners. Since the New 
Testament was the means of my sal- 
vation, I am anxious to give New 
Testaments to the other inmates.” 

At the prison of Averof one of the 
men with whom I had been dealing 
told me he was there as a result of a 
brawl with a drinking companion in 
a tavern. The prisoner had struck the 
other man so violently that he lost 
one of his eyes. “When I was a young 
man,” he told me, “I used to sing a 
song that went, “The prison bars are 
for the brave,’ but when I actually 
found myself in this cell I knew that 
it was one thing to sing about prison 
and another thing to be in it. I n 
to reflect on what had brought me 
here. My father was a drunkard and 
a gambler and of course he became 
my example. As the years went by 
my evil deeds far surpassed his and 
now I am behind bars. I am not 
complaining, you understand. My 
punishment is just. But now I can 
see that God had a hand in it all, 
for it was here in prison that He 
brought me to myself and then caus- 
ed me to be spiritually enlightened. 
Had I remained free I might never 
have learned of the Christ who died 


As told by a Prison Evangelist 


on Calvary to save me and others 
who believe on Him. Now, however, 
I am happy because I have found the 
Lord as a result of reading His Word 
and through the testimonies of His 
faithful servants who have visited me 
in prison. When my father learned 
where I was, he came to visit me quite 
often. But when I told him that I 
had taken Christ as my Saviour, he 
cursed me and refused to visit me 
any more. He has disowned me as 
his son, but I know that I am a child 
of the living God. Please pray for my 
witness in this place and also that 
the grace of God may bring my fath 
to a saving knowledge of Christ.” 


An unfortunate young woman in 
this prison gives the following testi- 
mony: “I come from the island of 
Syros. There early in life I lost my 
parents and was obliged to come to 
Piraeus to work. An employment of- 
fice placed me as a servant in a hotel 
patronized by very evil people. About 
midnight one night, as I was sitting 
in the hotel office, a drunken sailor 
and soldier came in. Before I even 
had time to think, they attacked me. 
The next day, as a measure of pro- 
tection and revenge, I secured some 
strong acid. That night they ap- 
proached me again, but this time I 
threw the acid in their faces. As a 
result, they had to be hospitalized 
with serious injuries, and I was sent- 
enced to prison for two years. My 
heart burned at the injustice done 
me, for I had only sought to protect 
myself. I even cursed the hour of my 
birth. But now I can praise God for 
this prison, for it was here that I 
came to know Christ as my Saviour. 
Someone came and brought me a 
Bible which I read with great eager- 
ness. It was through the Word of 
God that my heart was touched by 
the Lord, and now I cannot wait un- 
til the day when I shall be able to 
leave this place and tell others of 
His saving grace.” 


At the prisons of V——a great gap 
has been left, spiritually speaking. 
John K—, who found Christ here 
and who then headed up the Bible 
class, has been released, along with 
other saved and changed prisoners. 
With the departure of the prisoners 
who knew the Lord, there arose a 
great need for Bibles for the other 
prisoners. As soon as I entered the 
prison, I was met by the secretary 
and chief guard, along with a delega- 
tion of other workers and prisoners, 
asking me to help their Bible class 
with Bibles an — prea: 
books, as well as pens, ink an 
on which they cna write hele’ tas- 
monies and experiences in Christ. 
They said to me, “Your contribution 
in bringing us the Word of God here 
in prison om a great role in the re- 
birth of these prisoners and in the 
reduction of crimes in society. The 


prisoners who leave here are entirely 
different men. They are spiritually 
equip to withstand temptation _ 
and they never go back to lives of 
crime and lawlessness. Instead they 
become missionaries to their former 
companions in crime and seek to lead 
them to Christ.” 


I told them it was a t joy for 
us to do all we could © help. The 
next day, my dear wife and I, loaded 
down with two great suitcases filled 
with Bibles and other Christian liter- 
ature, came.to the offices of the pris- 
on and distributed what we had 
brought as far as it would go. Every- 
one was most grateful for these spirit- 
ual gifts. We supplied this prison 
with 10 Bibles, 30 New Testaments, 
200 copies of our monthly evangelis- 
tic magazine, “The Voice of the Gos- 
pel,” 300 listic booklets, 5 
Christian calendars, 40 Daily Medita- 
tion books, 10 pens, 10 exercise 
books, ink and envelopes. 

The first Bible was offered to a 
prisoner who had been most receptive 
to the Gospel. Greatly repoicing he 
said, “How can I ever thank you for 
this gift which God gave you to bring 
to me, a miserable sinner? I am sure 
this book will cause my spiritual lib- 
eration, and then I 1 find ‘my 
physical liberation.” We told him 
that we would pray that his double 
liberty would soon become a reality. . 

This is a great work that the Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks is doing, send- 
ing us the Word of God to give to 
these prisoners of sin. May I beg you 
to continue it, for without the instru- 
mentality of the Word of God we 
can do absolutely nothing. With it 
we can proclaim “liberty to the cap- 
tive,” who finds in this precious vol- 
ume release from his sins and 
strength to live for Christ. 

It may be that you who read this 
article have never witnessed to those 
behind bars, yet the Word of God 
enjoins us*to visit those in prison. 
There is a very real sense in which 
you can fulfill this command, how- 
ever, and that is by enabling qualified 
soldiers of the Cross to bring the light 
of the Gospel to those who sit in 
darkness. The support of a native 
evangelist in Greece is only $50 a 
month, and his basic tools—Bibles 
and New Testaments in Modern 
Greek—cost $1.00 and 20¢ each, re- 
spectively. Has the Lord touched your 
heart with compassion for these un- 
fortunate men and women who are 
so desperately looking for a way out 
of their misery and sin? Then pray 
for them and ask the Lord what He 
would have you do to assist our work 
in the prisons of Greece. You can 
write to the Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., To- 
ronto 7, Ontario.) 
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Where 
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 


is an essential part of 
COLLEGE PREPARATION 


Stony Brook, Long Island 








These are some of the reasons given by Harold W. 
Dodds, President of Princeton University, why you may 
wish to select an independent school for your boy. 

Stony Brook’s 34th year begins September 16. The 
School is now accepting replacements for the boys who 
are graduating this June and entering college in the fall. 
This year Stony Brook’s 165 boys come from homes in 14 
states and 8 foreign countries. For a catalogue and further 
information address the Registrar. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


“You may want him to re- 
ceive daily instruction in 
. you may 
want him to have the 


religion . 


richer participation in ex- 
tracurricular activities in 
a school which provides 


diffident 


and eager beavers alike.” 


outlets for all, 


New York 











NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. 
God is making a mighty impact on Negro 
churches through Carver trained pastors. 
Will you ask some prayer group to remem- 
ber this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


Talmage Payne, Director 











BOOK MANUSCRIPTS | 
INVITED 


Do have a book-length manuscript you'd like 

pub! ? Learn about our unusual plan whereby 

apne A 

e consider ‘all types 

i and 

» ote, For mote i » write 
for booklet E. It’s free. 


VANTAGE PRESS, INC., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. 1 
In Wash., D. C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W. 

















eID TELL THE STORY BETTER—MORE DRAMATICALLY WITH 


STORY-O-GRAPHS 


THE SUPERIOR FLANNELGRAPH 
STORIES TO COVER 
THE ENTIRE BIBLE 


STORY-O-GRAPHS, Dept. 18 
P. O. Box 145, Pasadena 16, Calif. 
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THANKS FROM THE FREDERICKS 


We greatly appreciated the plea that was 
made for us in the February issue of ETEr- 
NiTY after our recent fire, We give thanks 
to our Lord for the goodness of Dr. Barn- 
house and for you, the ETErNity family, that 
have so graciously responded with lettérs of 
encouragement and gifts. We pray that God 
will richly bless you for your interest in His 
missionaries of the gospel. 

The Fredericks Family 
Navajo Bible School and Mission 
Window Rock, Ariz. 

The Fredericks received more than $500 
in 100 letters from ETERNITY readers in addi- 
tion to many other gifts of household goods. 


APPRECIATED APRIL COVER 


I must write to express my appreciation 
for the cover on the April issue of Eter- 
niTy. I sat and looked at this cover for fully 
fifteen minutes, and then hated to take my 
eyes from it. I am taking this picture and 
framing it, and hanging it, so I can look at 
it often. 


It would be hard to express my feelings 
as I look at this picture—my emotions are 
so deep that words fail me. Please express 
my thanks to Robert Doares, and please, let 
us have many of his drawings! 


Believe me, this is the most touching 
picture I have ever seen, and I believe Mr. 
Doares has captured and expressed the ex- 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 














ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


May 9, 10 (A.M. and P.M.), Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence Meetings, Callender Memorial Church, Wil- 
kinsburg, Pa.; 23-27, Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, Hendricks, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


May 1, Gospel Center, York, Pa.; May 2, First 
Baptist Church, Allentown, Pa.; May 7, Perkio- 
men Youth Center, Green Lane, Pa.; May 8-11, 
Latta Memorial Presbyterian Church, Christiana, 
Pa.; May 14, 15, First Baptist Church, Patchogue, 
N. Y.; May 16, Festival of Sacred Music, Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; May 21, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Pennsauken, N. J.; May 22, First Brethren 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; May 24, Windsor 
Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, L. I., N. Y. 


MEL DIBBLE 


May 1, Rosemont Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky.; 
May 8-15, First Baptist Church, Kenova, W. Va.; 
May 22-29, First Baptist Church, New Philadel- 
phia, Ohio. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


May 15, 22 (A.M. and P.M.), First Baptist Church, 
Long Branch, New Jersey; May 27-31, Morning 
Cheer Memorial Day Conference, Sandy Cove, 
Maryland. 
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: Rocky Mountain National Park Bryce Canyon 

































join us on a tour of the 


ee SCENIC WEST in August 


= 
rT aw 


You and all readers of Eternity Angeles and San Francisco, with a 
are cordially invited to join us on a jaunt across the border to Tijuana, 
three-week trip, leisurely seeing the Mexico and you have a trip that will 
scenic wonders of our West. We will long linger in your memories. 
leave Chicago on August 2nd, and Whether you travel alone or with 
return August 24th. a companion, you'll enjoy traveling 

Scenically, America is a land of with a group of congenial fellow- 
contrasts, with many areas of excit- Christians—you’ll feel “at home” 
ing beauty, but nowhere else will you with other folks all with a common 
find the concentration of scenic interest. 
beauty and natural wonders that will The Reverend Ralph L. . Keiper 
be visited on this tour. will be your escort and spiritual 

You will visit five National Parks, leader, and Mrs. Keiper will act as 
‘namely, Rocky Mountain in Colo- your hostess. 
rado; Zion and Bryce Canyon in Send now for our folder giving a 
Southern Utah; Grand Canyon in complete description and the cost of 
Northern Arizona; and Yosemite in the trip, which includes all necessary 
California. expenses en route—there’s a 

Add to these, visits to such inter- more to pay. Do it now—and enroll 
esting cities as Denver, Salt Lake  early—reservations will be limited. 

oo City, Riverside, San Diego, Los 
Mission San Juan Capistrano 


Use the coupon or write for further information. 





The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing Editor 
ETERNITY 


1716 Spruce St., Philadeiphia 3, Pa. 
Please send free folder describing your all-expense Scenic Western Tour. 
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A LETTER TO 


OUR READERS 





Dear Reader: 


There is always a danger in being 
so close to something that you lose 
perspective. It’s like taking the 
things one loves best for granted. 
Take, for instance, the work God 
has called me to do here at The 
Evangelical Foundation. 

Frankly, and humanly speaking, 
I'm here because Dr. Barnhouse’s 
ministry has meant so much to me 
spiritually. I am engrossed in the 
work. I love it. Yet, from time to 
time, something will cross my desk 
and I will react, almost startled, to 
realize that I've actually been losing 
perspective. 

For instance, here is a portion 
from a listener's letter to Dr. Barn- 
house which affected me that way 
the other day: 


“When I say that your ministry 
has been a blessing somewhat 
apart in my life, these are not 
words of flattery. The story is 
much too long and complicated 
to give you the details, but I-am 
impelled to tell you that your 
radio broadcasts . . . were a pri- 
mary factor in preventing a total 
emotional crackup in my life . . . 
I had a very great shock attended 
by deep disillusionment, and 
frankly, had I not been a Chris- 
tian, I should have ended my 
life.” 


If you have been a bit like me 
and have sometimes been inclined 
to take for granted the blessing 
which comes from the clear teach- 
ing of the Word of God (such as 
God has made possible through this 
ministry), perhaps you will want to 
take a few moments just now to 
think back—back to the days when 
you were acutely conscious of the 
impact of this ministry on your 
spiritual life. Perhaps you, too, will 
react as I did the other day. 


And yet, our failure to appreciate 
the importance of a vital part of our 
lives doesn’t render that part any 
less important. Few of us give much 
thought to our hearts, or our eyes, or 
lungs until something goes wrong 
with them . . . until we are startled 
out of our complacency. 


That brings me to the point 
where I started—about losing per- 
spective. I really don’t think that 
we stop being helped by something 
just because we don’t appreciate it 
as we should. The really unfortunate 
aspect of the problem is that we 
probably are no longer telling others 
‘and interesting them in the minis- 
try. In such a case, we have lost our 
original zealousness and we tend to 
-become sponges, neglecting to pass 
along the good news to our neigh- 
bors. You and I were first helped by 
this ministry because someone 
thought enough of us—and the 
work—to tell us about it. Are you 
doing your part now to help others 
in the same way? Are you talking 
to them about The Bible Study 
Hour and ETERNITY? 


One other point: you were reach- 
ed by this work and helped by it be- 
cause others had made it possible 
financially. Are you now having a 
similar part in making it possible 
to reach others? This is one fairly 
certain way to keep your own in- 
terest and enthusiasm alive, for the 
Bible says that “where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.” 
May we ever be startled out of any 
complacency back to the place 
where we are useful and active in 
the Lord’s service. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary , 
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pression of the one who saw the Lord and 
loved Him, and was glad to see Him! This 
picture speaks volumes! 





Is it possible to buy copies of this picture? 
If not, how about having copies made for 
your readers? 

Richard L. Hammer 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

If a sufficient number of readers request 
copies of Mr. Doares’ beautiful April cover 
picture of Mary at the Tomb, we’ll consider 
making provisions to supply you with copies 
for framing. But you must write soon!— 
EDS. 





*FAMILY NEEDS* 


An experienced Christian caretaker, aged 
65, and his wife are interested in serving 
a Christian school or institution in a similar 
capacity. Can supply excellent references. 
Write Box A, ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Chris 














Write todey 
for @ FREE listening schedule 


Back to the Bible Broadcast 


Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebraska 
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NOW AND LATER 


Because of the diligence of intense, 
dedicated men of many tongues and 
customs and garbs, the Holy Scriptures 
are being read in many out-of-the-way 
places around the world. These are the 
colporteurs of the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

On this month’s cover you sit in on 
a conversation between two men of the 





Conob tribe in Guatemala who pore 
over the first Scriptures published in 
their dialect. 


You'll be interested in the picture 
story telling about this important phase 
of the Lord’s ministry on pages 10 and 
11. 


The second and final installment of 
Vernon Grounds’ excellent treatise on 
“Modern Psychology and the Gospel” 
will be found in this issue. If you haven’t 
read the first part, better find your April 
issue and start from the beginning. It’s 
well worth your time. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


May 1, 8, 15, 22, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; May 2, 
9, 16, 23, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. Y.; May 3-6, Union Conference, 
Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio; 
May 17-20, Cleveland Drive United 
Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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We who have known our Lord’s faith in Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord and encouraged 
by the same Lord to pray with importunity, comes to 
the Father with petitions, to beseech. While self interest, 
love and His empowering even if it is his interest in others, prompts his coming, he 
comes with reverences, with humility, with confidence. And 


he learns something of the wonder and the mystery of an- 
must be obedient to His call swered prayer. 


T Christian, knowing God as his Father through his 


The Storm Calmed 
Three incidents of “beseeching” the Lord (which is to 
- Pp implore, to pray eagerly, urgently) and the answers are set 
By Warwick Aiken out in the narrative of our Lord’s meeting with the maniac 
of Gadara. Before this occurred, the Lord, then on the 
western side of the Sea of Galilee, had been addressing the 
multitudes that were gathered to hear Him. When even was 


They Besought the Lord 


come and He had finished speaking, He dismissed them and 
entering into a ship sailed away toward the other side of 
the sea, toward the country of the Gadarenes. 

En route He fell asleep, being wearied from the stren- 
uous effort of the day in meeting so large a public. While 
He was asleep a great storm arose that threatened the ship 
and the lives of those therein. When He was awakened He 
demonstrated His power over the forces of nature and with 
a word compelled the wind to cease and the waves to become 
immediately calm. 


The disciples with Him were mystified by what they 
heard and saw. They ‘heard a man speak, their familiar 
companion, and immediately the wind and the waves 
obeyed His words. “What manner of man... ?”. they asked 
among themselves and left the question unanswered. 


"The Maniac Came To Him 


More causes of mystification were before them, for as 
soon as they were come out of the ship in the land of the 
children of Gad, evidently in the early morning, a maniac 
came toward them. This man was probably well-known 
throughout the Galilean area. His dwelling was among the 
tombs, where he spread fear through his maniacal cries and 
unhindered presence. Men had done what they could to 
tame him and had found it impossible. They had bound him 
with fetters and chains, but found that they had none 
strong enough to hold him. A superhuman, demonic 
strength enabled him to break them all and set himself 
free. 

This man was coming toward them, running, centering 
his attention on the Lord Jesus, identifying Him with a 
clarity that men do‘not naturally possess, declaring Him, 
“Son of the most high God.” 

The Lord checks him with a word, commanding the 
spirits to come out of him. And here the demons within the 
man speak directly to the Lord, using the man as their 
vehicle, beseeching Him. As the Scriptures have it, “And 


























he besought him,” the word besought coming from the 
Greek, parakaleo. 

The word, parakaleo, or derivatives of it rather, occur 
three times in this narrative. It means to call alongside, 
to call to, hence, to beseech, to entreat. It was used by the 
demons within the maniac. It was used by the Gadarenes 
when they besought Him to leave their coasts. And it was 
used by the man restored to his normal mind when he be- 
sought the Lord that he ‘might be with Him. 

The Demons besought Him because of fear. 

The Gadarenes besought Him because of selfishness. 

The Healed Man besought Him because of devotion. 


The Demons Besought Him 

The demons besought Him, or parakaleo-ed Him, and the 
reason for their beseeching was fear. 

A consideration of them opens up the whole subject 
of demonology, a very large one, that can now only be 
touched. The Scriptures which reveal their existence and 
set out their activities, are the only wholly reliable source 
of information concerning them. There has always been a 
great deal of confusion among men about demons. Satan, or 
the devil, is pictured by the familiar red figure, with horns, 
a forked tail, and a three pronged fork with which to stir 
the unfortunate souls in the fires of purgatory, or of Hell. 
This figure is the product of the medieval church, especially 
made up to inject fear of this being into the simple people 
of that day and to impress them with the power of the 
church that could deliver them from the power of his 
control and bondage. From the beginning thoughtful men 
have rejected this representation of the devil, and never so 
emphatically as today. But one of the unfortunate results 
of the rejection of this imaginative figure has been the 
rejection of Satan as an existing reality. 


Christ Their Master 

Demons, of whom there seem to be many, seem to be 
disembodied spirits and can be classed as Satan’s servants, 
or messengers. If their origin is not clearly revealed, their 
reality is emphatically stated. When “Lucifer, son of the 
morning” who became Satan, fell from Heaven he drew 
with him “a third part of the stars of heaven.” And then 
there are ‘the angels which kept not their first estate.” That 
demons have personality is revealed by the Scripture refer- 
ences which use the masculine pronouns attributing to them 
that which makes up personality. Their method of work in 
the earth is through men. They take possession of them, 
control them, and by them accomplish their work whatever 
it may be. To these men a part of the Lord’s ministry proved 
a benediction for “He cast out devils.” 

The demons always knew the Christ and many cried out 
His name and declared who He was. “I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God,” said one. And others said, 
“Jesus, thou Son of God,” and “Jesus, thou Son of God 
most high.” So much so was their crying that Jesus “suffered 
not the devils to speak, for they knew him.” 

Then, too, they know their destiny and the bitterness of 
it. Seeing Jesus and knowing who He was and the power 
He possessed, they cried, as Matthew has it, “Art thou come 
to torment us before the time?” Matthew 25, recounting the 
judgment of the Gentile nations, reveals their situation at 
that time. There the Lord refers to “the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
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In Mark’s account of this event he tells of the demons who ' 
besought the Lord “not to send them out of the country,” 
that is, from off the face of the earth. 

In Luke were heard those who prayed to Him not to 
command them to go “into the deep.” The “deep” may 
mean the bottomless pit of Revelation 20, where their 
leader and ruler, Satan, is some day to be. _ 

To them the fear of that ultimate and inevitable ending 
is real and intense. That they were suddenly faced with 
it through the presence of the one who will bring that 
ending into reality, caused them to cry out in fear, beseech- 
ing Him, parakaleo-ing Him, for a delay. And as it was 
before “the time” He granted them their prayer, an unusual 
thing, and they entered into the swine and destroyed them. 


The Gadarenes Came to Him 

Then came the Gadarenes with their prayer. They be- 
sought Him because of selfishness. 

These people were the descendants of Gad, one of the 
sons of Jacob whose children formed the trible of Gad in 
the twelve tribes of Israel. After the wilderness journeys on 
Israel’s way from Egypt to the promised land they, with 
Reuben and the half-tribe Manasseh, chose for their in- 
heritance an area on the east of Jordan. Through the long 
and turbulent years to the coming of the Lord Jesus their 
identity had been maintained. Even in His day their chief 
city was called Gadara. 

All of the accounts of this incident set out the fact that 
these people were active in raising swine, an animal unclean 
to the Jewish people from the days of the formation of the 
nation. They were successful in this occupation for here is 
a very large herd, two thousand of them. They were cared 
for by swineherds in a number sufficient to look after them. 
They were proud of their success, they had a large capital 
investment in them and hence were deeply interested in 
the well-being of their swine. 

It was into this herd of animals that the devils, legion in 
number, besought the Lord that they might enter. “Forth- 
with Jesus gave them leave,” or at once, without further 
consideration of the matter. Hence these evil spirits leave 
the man, freeing him entirely from their control, and enter 
into the two thousand pigs. Surely there were a great num- 
ber of them to be able to enter into so many animals. 

As soon as they had done’ this they put into effect one 
of their influences, the self-destruction of the being they 


- possessed. It was on another occasion that a desperate father 


brought his son, who was possessed of a demon, to Jesus 
and said, “Oftimes it hath cast him into the fire and into 
the waters, to destroy him,” a Satanic influence resulting 
in action. And so the swineherds, seeing that the whole herd 
had rushed headlong into the sea and were drowning, fled 
to the city and spread the alarm, and also through all the 
country roundabout that all citizens might know what had 
happened. There was an immediate response for the people 
came hurrying to see for themselves what it was that was 
done. 

The swine were gone, which was a heavy loss, but there 
was something else that was awe-inspiring. The maniac, 
the unbindable and the untamable, was sitting quietly with 
these people, properly clothed and in his right mind. The 
Gadarenes remembered how fruitlessly they had attempted 
to deal with this man. For how many days and months and 

(Continued on page 47) 

















BASIS OF FELLOWSHIP 


One of the major problems that con- 
fronts each individual Christian who 
believes strongly in the maintainance of 
sound doctrine is the question of the 
drawing of the line of fellowship. There 
are many who are concerned about this. 
For example, several leaders in the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee 
have spoken with me during the past 
two or three years about the uneasiness 
which. they have over their doctrinal 
statement. The CBMC has a statement 
of faith which includes, for example, a 
belief in the pre-millenial coming of 
Christ. As a result ‘they have excluded 
some men from their fellowship who do 
not believe this particular doctrine but 
who, nevertheless, are Christians who 
could be active with the CBMC in the 
various works that are being carried on 
by this splendid organization of laymen. 

I, myself, am a pre-millinerian, but I 
have advised these laymen to revise the 
basis of their fellowship to include 
those who are truly bern again, even if 
they cannot see the truths of the blessed 
hope which are so dear to us. 

The question immediately rises: If 
you are going to break down the bar- 
riers on doctrinal statements, just where 
can the line be drawn? My answer 
would be that it is to be drawn where 
the New Testament draws it: a full 
commitment of the life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ should immediately place 
that life in fellowship with all others 
who have made the like commitment. 
If two men who had Christ at the cen- 
ter of life were buddies in the army or 
fellow refugees fleeing before an enemy, 
the things which they have in common 
would soon outweigh their minor differ- 
ences. Each would have the right to his 
own creed, for my creed consists in the 
things I believe in and your creed con- 
sists in the things you believe in. Where 


two such creeds include Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and true Lord there should be 
oneness. The fact that my personal 
creed includes a belief in Christ's per- 
sonal return to judge the world and set 
up His kingdom in righteousness should 
not bar fellowship with someone whose 
creed does not hold a period of earthly 
reign. 

When such an attitude has been ar- 
rived at—and my own has definitely 
reached that point—I find that I have 
lost all suspicion of fellow Christians 
and that in my heart I love them be- 
cause the Lord has loved them. Even 
where some preach Christ of envy and 
strife (Phil. 1:15), it is possible to re- 
joice in that preaching. It should be 
noted that such an attitude will not les- 
sen spiritual discernment, and that 
when an apostate deliberately stands 
over against Christian truth, it will be 
possible, in great sadness, to strike hard 
at the error of the apostasy while still 
holding one’s arms open to the one who 
is in mental confusion, spiritual ignor- 
ance, or in stubborn hatred of truth. 

“By this shall all men know that you 
are my disciples, that you have love one 
to another” (John 13:35). “Love knows 
no limit to its eridurance, no end to its 
trust, no fading of its hope: it can out- 
last anything” (1 Cor. 13:7, Phillips). 


PRAY FOR BILLY GRAHAM 


The Lord has left us a great example 
of the need of prayer in time of success. 
Our Lord spent the night in prayer on 
several different occasions, and it is to 
be noted that one of these was at the 
moment when He had achieved great 
success with those whose underlying hat- 
red of that for which He stood was not 
yet manifest. He had fed the five thou- 
sand and men wanted to take Him by 
force to make Him king. We read that 
immediately “He departed again into a 


mountain ‘Himself alone” (John 6:15). 


The Christian world can apply this 
principle to Billy Graham in this hour 
when the world has taken him to its 
bosom. Shortly before the departure of 
the Graham team for Scotland we had 
occasion to spend a few hours with Billy, 
praying and talking of the things of the 
work of God. I told him that there were 
two things that disturbed me in the 
religious world, for I saw two things tak- 
ing place that are totally contrary to 
Biblical principles. The first is that be- 
lievers in America are living in high 
prosperity and none of the score of Bib- 
lical descriptions of the situation of 
Christians in the world are applicable to 
us. Believers in Christ are not troubled 
on every side. For example, Christ said 
that in this world we would have tribu- 
lation (John 16:33), this is not true of 
most believers in this country. We should 
be concerned about this and it should 
drive us closer to the Lord. 


The second disturbing thing is the 
measure of popularity which has been ac- 
corded to Billy Graham by the unbeliev- 
ing world. Christ said, “If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own; 
but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hates you” (John 15:19). 
In the light of this the reception that is 
accorded to Billy Graham is abnormal 
and directly contrary to Biblical princi- 
ples. It is because of this that believers 
must surround the evangelist with a 
greater wall of prayer. 


It is possible for me to speak thus 
frankly because we have consistently sup- 
ported Billy Graham. We have pointed 
out that wherever we mentioned his 
name to various groups we found Chris- 
tians who said that they had felt a bur- 
den to pray for him upon every men- 
tion of his name in the press. This bur- 
den was from the Holy Spirit. Some- 
times press reports were adverse. We felt, 
nevertheless that he was God’s man and 
we prayed for him constantly and called 
upon our readers thus to pray. 


Now that the unbelieving world has 
made him a public figure there is in- 
creasing danger and therefore a greater 
call to prayer. We believe that it is our 
Christian duty to put down here, in cold 
print, some of the things that are spoken 
among Christian leaders in private con- 
versations around the country. First, 
there are many who speak of the danger 
of Billy’s spreading himself too thin. He 
can’t do all the things he has now un- 
dertaken. Secondly, one of the common- 
est criticisms is that along with the large 
number of devoted people who are not 
in the Graham orbit there are some who 


ETERNITY 











“seek their own and not the things that 
are Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 2:21). Granted 
that even Paul knew it was difficult to 
find all men like Timothy; we must pray 
that all who are close to Billy may put 
the Lord first and not advise any path 
that could continue popularity at the 
price of compromise. 


I have just listened to the first broad- 
cast from Scotland in which Billy set 
forth the three great principles which 
undergirded the revival in Scotland 
which made that land Protestant. It was 
magnificent. There was no dilution of 
the Christian message. There was a 
great sense of dependence upon God. 
A revival cannot be imported in the bag- 
gage of a team. It must come from God. 
We believe that Billy Graham is God’s 
man for this time, but we must surround 
him with prayer. The great, great temp- 
tation will come when there has to be 
the choice that will lead towards rejec- 
tion by the world and hatred from those 
who crucified Christ. Billy Graham’s 
hour of personal decision lies before 
him. It may well lead to his being like 
his Lord, despised rejected of men. May 
God’s people pray that he. will not 
flinch. 


YALTA 


Ten years and thirty-three days after 
the close of the Yalta conference the 
papers were released, revealing what 
went on between the three men who re- 
shaped the maps of Europe and Asia. 
Dulles has said that the papers will 
cause “‘a debate for the ages.” There are 
certain facts which yield definite lessons. 
Roosevelt was a sick man—he died with- 
in a few weeks. He wanted peace at 
almost any price. If the results of Yalta 
are put down to his sickness, he can be 
excused. If the results were the work of 
a leader in full possession of his powers, 
then the photographs of Alger Hiss over 
the shoulder of the President at the con- 
ference table would indicate that 
Roosevelt, in the hidden caverns of his 
mind, had reached some decision that 
Communism would be good for most of 
the world, and that the Communists 
were honorable men who could. be 
trusted. 


Yalta delivered Poland over to Rus- 
sia. Yalta delivered the Kurile stepping 
stones to Russia and endangered Japan 
for the future. Yalta brought Russia in- 
to Manchuria and gave her the ascend- 
ance over China at a moment when 
Roosevelt had the definite knowledge of 
the success of atomic research (Groves 
had assured him that the bomb was 
99%, certain), and was aware that we 
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could end the war without any conces- 
sions to Russia or any help from her. 
The Japanese, in fact, sued for peace 
within ninety days. 

The President may have had too 
much vodka when he said it, but the 
notes show that during the discussion 
in which it was suggested that Germany 
be divided into several states, none to 
be permitted a higher standard of liv- 
ing than Russia’s, Roosevelt suggested 
to Stalin that a toast be drunk to 
shooting 50,000 German officers. The 
President said he was more _blood- 
thirsty against the Germans than ever 
before. Almost ten years later to the 
very day the tremendous prosperity of 
Western Germany and the rearming of 
that country is one of the strongest bul- 
warks which our world has against the 
Communists. 


There will be few results abroad. The 
realities of present facts will drive on 
in the groove of history. A few minor- 
ities will have their feelings hurt and 
certain diplomatic personages _ will 
howl, but that will be all. At home the 
great concentration of Polish voters in 


Chicago, Detroit, and Buffalo may well '’ 


shift to the Republican column in the 
next elections and hurt the chances of 
the Democrats in Illinois, Michigan, and 
New York, all of which are key states. 


The moral results are evident. There 
is little chance of high morality when 
diplomats get behind closed doors and 
exercise powers that are too great for 
human beings. If the conference had 
been in a lighted room with everything 
spoken into microphones before tele- 
vision cameras, there would have been 
a greater chance of decisions on a high 
moral plane. “Open covenants, openly 
arrived at,” becomes a phrase of greater 
significance. 


To the Editor of Eternity the knowl- 
edge of what went on ten years ago in 
the Crimean palace of Yalta is just an- 
other illustration of the sovereignty of 
God. Men are in the current of an eter- 
nal plan, and history is flowing in the 
channels which God has dug for it. The 
Christian looks on as though he were 
seated in another world observing the 
doings of actors on a distant stage. In- 


deed, we are told that “our citizenship . 


is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20 RV), and we 
wait for the coming of the only One 
who is capable of governing. Speed the 
day when the government shall be upon 
His shoulders (Isa. 9:7). 


SURPLUS 


The U. S. Government currently has 
in storage: Enough surplus’ wheat to 


fill a train reaching from Guatemala to 
Alaska . . . enough surplus corn to fill 
boxcars stretched from Miami-to Seattlé 
. . . enough surplus cotton to make 430 
million shirts. If all this were sold and 
the money distributed, every man, wom- 
an, and child in the U. S. would get 
$45. 


As I read this item, I had two re- 
actions, one in the field of economics 
and one in the field of spiritual things. 
Should the Government bolster prices 
and sustain production beyond the de- 
mand of the population? Does a grower 
of cotton have any more right to have 
his output guaranteed a good price 
than a manufacturer of horse collars or © 
automobiles? Is not all this over-buying 
by the Government a part of the feath- 
er-bedding practices which add to the 
cost of Government and put a greater 
burden on the real producing sources 
of our economic life? These are random 
thoughts of an Editor who confesses 
that he is not trained in economics, but 
who is inclined to look on politicians of 
the lower level with a suspicious eye. 

My minds runs to spiritual things. 
Through long years of thinking in 
spiritual categories, I have come to the 
point where I make spiritual applica- 
tions of almost everything that I see, 


hear, or experience. We have an econ- 


omy of abundance yet there are multi- 
tudes who are hungry. There are cer- 
tainly more than a million families in 
our nation that could use another loaf 
of bread or two every day in the year, 
not to speak of the hungry who are in 
other nations. I read a_ sociological 
study recently which spoke of the burn- 
ing hatred of an adolescent, forced to 
remain in the dimly-lit confines of the 
slum room where his family lived, be- 
cause it was his brother’s day to wear 
the only shirt which they had. 


Spiritually, the situation is much the 
same. God has an abundance of supply 
which cannot be measured by boxcars 
and continent-long trains. His surplus is 
always available and may be used by all 
His children who have any need. He 
said that we have not because we ask 
not, or that we ask and receive not be- 
cause we ask amiss that we might con- 
sume the answers on our own desires 
(Jas. 4:2, 3). Search your own heart. Do 
you find any frustration? any longing 
need? Surely the lack is not because 
there is failure in God. His blessings 
are endless and His supplies limitless. 
If you will truly and humbly bring your 
need to Him in full commitment to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you will find that 
God will meet you and will supply 
your need from His abundant overflow. 


















































Bible for the World 





Through out many lands of the earth 
Bible Society colporteurs dressed in 
colorful native costumes distribute 


the precious Word of God 


colporteur of the American Bible Society has been de- ee 

scribed as “the man with the Book who seeks and finds 

the man without the Book.” One of the important phases 
of the Bible Society’s work is getting the Scriptures in a 
language they can read to those who desire them. In order 
to follow this program the Bible Society is continually work- 
ing on the publication of Scriptures in new tongues, as well 
as distributing Scriptures in nearly two hundred languages 
each year in its world-wide work. 

In the Philippine Islands, the colporteur today is largely 
a voluntary worker, who secures Scriptures from the Bible 
Society in Manila, and distributes them as a part of his mis- 
sionary activities. The Society has published the complete 
Bible in eight of the languages spoken in the Islands (Bicol, 
Cebuan, Ilocano, Pangasinan, Hilagaynon (Panayan, Pam- 
pangan, Samareno, and Tagalog) and is now working with 
missionaries on producing translations of other dialects used 
in the Philippines. 

Down in Guatemala the Bible Society speaks of Ralph 
Rice as its master colporteur. He speaks the language of the 
people. He has a winning personality, so that young people 
are greatly attracted to him. Rice has been conducting train- 
ing courses in colportage in Guatemala and El Salvador, 
with the result the Scriptures are being carried by enthusias- 
tic young Christians into many places where the Bible has 
never been before. 


Each Monday morning a dozen colporteurs set out from 
the Bible House at Port Said, Egypt, with their Books, each 
man having an exactly timed and planned itinerary, to 
which he is expected to adhere strictly. On the following 
Saturday morning they return, give an account of their sales 
and experiences and prepare for another week’s work. Scrip- 
tures in a number of languages are needed for the work in 
this area but probably no one was more surprised than the 
pumpman on a USA tanker, in the harbor, who asked the 
colporteur for a Bible in his native Esthonian, and had one 
handed to him promptly! 











Once this Filipino carried the betel leaves he chewed in 
the richly brocaded bag. Now it holds his Bible. 





Colporteur of the Bible Society meets Japanese woman in the mountains who has never before had a copy of the Scriptures. 


Colporteurs of the Japan Bible Society load up with books 
they wil! distribute on their daily rounds. 


A Bible distributor brings the Arabic Scriptures to two camel 
drivers n the Pyramids in Egypt. 











WINDOW ON THE WORLD 








Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Peale’s “Distorted” View of Christianty Scored by Church Leaders 
Auglican Church Conducts Concerted Preaching Effort in London 
Compromise Reached in North Carolina Church Property Dispute; 


SUBSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIANITY 

Dr. Paul Calvin Payne, head of the 
Board of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church USA and Chair- 
man of the National Council’s Division 
of Christian Education, has made a 
strong statement criticizing the easy 
philosophy of Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale, widely known spokesman for the 
Protestant psychological substitute for 
Biblical Christianity. Dr. Payne took 
issue with the “easy optimistic senti- 
ments” expressed by Dr. Peale and said 
that Christianity requires “heroic com- 
mitment to great causes and ideas.” We 
would go even farther and say that 
heroic commitment must be to the Per- 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Objection to Dr. Peale’s emphasis has 
been growing in many circles, and the 
religious press and religious leaders in 
many quarters have taken strong issue 
with Dr. Peale. Christianity and Crisis, 
edited by Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, has 
stated that Dr. Peale was giving the pub- 
lic a “distorted” view of Christianity. 
“The success of Dr. Peale is one of the 
phenomena of this age,” the publication 
said. “Whatever may be said about 
people who have been helped by his 
personal ministry or by many excellent 
aspects of the program of his church, the 
fact that he is the most popular repre- 
sentative of Protestantism on television 
and through his writings means that the 
public is getting a profoundly distorted 
view of Christianity from his message.” 
This journal added that the buildup of 
Dr. Peale as a spokesman for Protestant- 
ism “seems to many of us to be a serious, 
even a shocking error.” Dr. Peale’s em- 
phasis on “positive thinking” the Jour- 
nal added, “forgets the Christian posi- 
tive thinking, presupposes Christian 
negative thinking in the form of repent- 
ance.” 

The Living Church, independent 
Episcopal weekly, has called Dr. Peale’s 
ministry a “two-dimensional faith.” It 
called Dr. Peale’s ministry “a thin and 
two-dimensional concept of faith for per- 
sonal comfort and success,” and pointed 
out that Christian faith adds a third 
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dimension. The Episcopal journal 
stressed that faith in Christ also requires 
the acceptance of sorrow, suffering, and 


‘death, “rejection, and shame, and the 


Cross.” ‘ 

The Editor of Erernity rejoices to 
see these criticisms of what he considers 
to be a thin wash of human philosophy, 
which makes no mention at any.time of 
man’s lost condition through sin and the 
need of redemption through the death 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


FRUIT OF BILLY GRAHAM’S 
LONDON CAMPAIGN 

The London Times carries a two- 
column article under the banner head- 
line, “The Preacher’s Task” and a sub- 
headline “An Evangelistic Experiment 
in Greater London.” The article is writ- 
ten by the Ven. O. H. Gibbs-Smith, 
Archdeacon of London. To those who 
know the religious life of England it 
would appear that this must be consid- 
ered as one of the fruits of the Billy 
Graham campaign in London a year ago. 
The purpose of the article is to describe 
an experiment in concerted preaching 
which has been recently made in the 
London area. Eight hundred and seventy 
one ministers in the Church of England 
in London and 1,044 in the suburban 
Diocese carried on simultaneous preach- 
ing missions in their local parishes. Ma- 
terial was prepared by church authori- 
ties to put the emphasis on the gospel. 

The Archdeacon says “good preach- 
ing today presupposes a new correlation 
of the gospel with modern thought and 
life. It must have a close relevance both 
to the art of living and to the problems 
of community life. In proclaiming the 
eternal gospel the preacher must be able 
to combat the falsities of Marxist Com- 
munism, materialism, and scientific hu- 
manism, and also to point to the next 
positive steps for advancing on earth the 
kingdom of God. The preparation of 
preaching material is, therefore, to some 
extent a specialized task. It requires the 
best brains to work it out and fashion 
its presentation, both in intellectual and 
in popular terms.” 


I am convinced that the Archdeacon 
has the cart before the horse and this 
conclusion I draw all the more strongly 
from his closing paragraph in which he 
says “If reinforcements cannot but be 
slow to arrive, their armaments should 
be improved meanwhile. Not the least 
of these is ‘the sword of the Spirit which 
is the Word of God.’ Is it too much to 
hope that the English church in its zeal 
to win the English people will use its 
best minds to fashion its own authorita- 
tive presentation of the gospel, at once 
faithful to its title deeds and matched 
to the needs of the age?” We can only 
approve with all sympathy every effort 
to exalt Jesus Christ, but we are con- 
vinced that it cannot be done by any 
mere intellectualism, but rather by the 
flinging forth of the eternal truth of the 
gospel in total dependence upon the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 


PROTESTANT GAIN IN PAPUA 

Dutch missionaries announce that in 
the last 15 years the number of Protest- 
ants among the Papuan natives of New 
Guinea has increased from 80,000 to 
140,000 in the last 15 years. 


COMPROMISE IN NORTH CAROLINA 

The disputes in North Carolina over 
control of the property of a church that 
has been affiliated with the North Caro- 
lina Baptist Convention and Southern 
Baptist Convention has been ended tem- 
porarily by a compromise, as a result of 
which the case will not be carried to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Further information on this case 
which is of very great importance in 
the history of the Southern Baptist 
Church brings to light the fact that this 
is the church whose pastor was the man 
who tore a page out of the new Revised 
Standard Version and burned it in the 
pulpit. The majority of the members 
followed him in voting secession from 
the Baptist Conventions. The 20% min- 
ority took the case through the North 
Carolina Supreme Court and obtained 
decisions which gave them control of 
the property. The majority agreed to 
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vacate the property and not to carry 


through with the appeal. The church 
bulding has been used jointly by the two 
groups for several months. The majority 
group has agreed to pay $4,700 for its 
use of the property which it built with 
its own money and to vacate it without 
appeal. 

We have not heard the last of this 
matter, however. One of the half-dozen 
outstanding leaders in the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention has said that denomina- 
tional organizational leaders have seized 
upon this decision with avidity, and that 
an effort will be made increasingly to 
have congregations alter their charters 
to give full title to their property into 
the control of the State Baptist Conven- 
tions. We are witnessing the early stages 
of the transition of the Southern Bap- 
tist denomination from a congregational 
organization to a tightly-controlled hier- 
archy whose ultimate form is not yet 
visible. 


PERSECUTION IN GREECE 

The North American Area Council 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance at 
its recent convention in Ottawa ad- 
dressed an appeal to the World Council 
of Churches asking them to seek the co- 
operation of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in giving religious freedom to 
evangelicals in Greece. Recently there 
has been real persecution of evangelicals 
by the Greek Orthodox Church. The 
actual oppression of evangelicals has 
been carried on by the Greek Govern- 
ment. The World Council is being asked 
to bring influence to bear upon the 
Greek Orthodox Church to persuade the 
Government to cease the persecution. 
This is something like asking Peter to 
tell Simon not to do something. 

Recently a Greek court imposed a 
two-month prison sentence on a mem- 
ber of a Greek evangelical church for 
criticizing the Orthodox Church of 
Greece. Mr. Charamambus Agapides of 
Katerini was tried and sentenced, Jan- 
uary 12th, for having written a letter 
early in 1954 to a Thessalonican news- 
paper condemning Orthodox Church 
authorities and some political officials 
for “persecuting” the evangelical church 
in Katerini of which he is deacon. In- 
volved in the court sentence was not 
only freedom of religion but freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press. 


CIVIL MARRIAGE IN SPAIN 

For the first time in modern Spanish 
history two young Protestants who had 
been baptized as Roman Catholics, have 
been permitted to marry under Spanish 
civil law, reportedly after the direct in- 
tervention of Franco. This is the first 
time in modern Spanish history that the 
Civil Code on marriage has been given 
priority over church law. In 1941 the 
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Ministry of Justice had issued an order 
to all civil authorities that no civil mar- 
riage ceremony could be performed for 
persons who had been baptized in the 
Roman Catholic Church. Jews could be 
thus married or persons who were able 
“to supply documentary proof of their 
non-Catholic status.” Controversy arose 
as to the meaning of “non-Catholic 
status.” The Roman Church holds that 
baptism is one of the sacraments that 
“imprint an indelible mark on character 
and souls.” The Church interprets this 
to mean that in their eyes “once bap- 
tized. a Roman Catholic, always a Roman 
Catholic” unless the individual has been 
expelled from the church. 

The two people involved were a 
young man, pastor of the Evangelical 
Chapel at Alicante, and his bride, a 
member of a Protestant church in Mad- 
rid. Both had been saved out of Roman- 
ism in their adolescent years. When they 
first applied for permission to marry, 
their application was rejected because 
they could not furnish proof of non- 
baptism. They appealed their case to a 
higher court which recommended the 
Ministry of Justice to authorize the mar- 
riage. The case was lost in the files of 
the ministry for months until the young 
pastor appealed directly to Franco. 

The ministry's ruling thus has recog- 
nized as legally valid the documentary 
proof of the non-Catholic status of per- 
sons originally baptized as Roman Catho- 
lics. Within 30 days of this break-down 
of interpretation three other Protestant 
couples, of whom one or both of the 
partners had been baptized as a Roman- 
ist, have been permitted to marry under 
Spanish civil Jaw. This change has re- 
moved one of the many grievances which 
the Protestant minority has had against 
the Franco regime. This new practice is 
a return to the pre-Civil War practice 
when Protestant couples were allowed to 
contract a civil marriage as a matter of 
course. 


PERON FIGHT AGAINST ROMANISM 

In the fight for liberty against the 
Roman Church, Peron has been forced 
to close a convent school for girls main- 
tained by French nuns. The school has 
been closed permanently because it de- 
fied Argentine law. The nuns had ex- 
pelled four children from the school on 
the grounds that their divorced mother 
had been remarried abroad, while the 
remarriage of divorced persons was still 
illegal in Argentina. It must not be 
thought that we defend Peron in his dic- 
tatorship which would just as quickly 
deny full liberties to those who opposed 
him politically. This present situation 
serves as an illustration of the fact that 
the true Christian who is centered in 
Jesus Christ may find himself in agree- 


ment with the Roman Catholics in a 
struggle with Communism and in agree- 
ment with a dictator like Peron in his, 
struggle against a similar totalitarian — 
force in other fields. 


AMERICAN PUBLICITY VS. SEGURA 

The importance of American publi- 
city for infractions of the liberties of 
individuals by church or state abroad is 
illustrated by recent events in Rome 
and Seville. There can be no doubt that, 
historically, Cardinal Segura has describ- 
ed himself as “the only champion of 
truth in Spain.” His is the true Roman 
Catholic position denying all liberty to 
anyone who is not in accord with Rome. 
Undoubtedly the great publicity given 
in America to the persecutions of Pro- 
testants in Spain has caused the Vatican 
to attempt to curb the old Cardinal. 
The Vatican has ordered him to retire 
to a monastery and has appointed a 
subordinate to take over the functions 
of his bishoprick. He has refused to yield 
ground. In spite of the appeals of old 
friends to retire in order to avoid the 
complications that must arise from his 
present attitude, the Cardinal remains 
in the Archbishop’s palace and the Bis- 
hop Coadjutor has been forced to stay 


_at the seminary and carry on the affair$ 


of the bishoprick from a small office at 
the entrance of the Archbishop's palace. 


STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY FROM ROME 
Internal struggle for liberty among 
Roman Catholics is further illustrated by 
an incident in France. In 1950 a group 
of young Roman Catholics who at first 
were assisted by certain religious orders 
began the publication of a bi-weekly 
called La Quinzaine. The editors of the 
paper have taken a stand for freedom of 
conscience and three times have been re- 
proved by the assembly of French card- 
inals and archbishops. Now the maga- 
ine has been forced to cease publication. 
In their final issue the editors announce 
that they are submitting to Rome, but 
their announcement is couched in terms 
that leave no doubt that their hearts are 
still at war with the totalitarianism of 
the system of which they are a part. The 
editorial includes the following: “After 
the worker-priest, the Dominican Theo- 
logians, and various others, Rome has 
now condemned La Quinzaine.” 
' Neither the staff of the paper nor the 
French bishops were informed directly 
of the Vatican decree, it is claimed, but 
the members of the editorial staff agreed 
that the magazine should cease publica- 
tion. This was, however, the article con- 
tinues, on the understanding that it did 
not mean in any way that “we are giv- 
ing up the struggle, shared with our 
comrades, to wrest the world from the 
law of war and profit.” The editorial 
continued that church authorities were 
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afraid of having its members go out into 
de-Christianized circles and that the 
church had retreated into itself. 


COMMUNIST DEDICATION OPPOSED 

Both the Evangelical and the Roman 
Catholic Church have joined together 
in Berlin to oppose the forthcoming 
ceremonies to be conducted in the 
springtime by the East German authori- 
ties. The Communists have announced 
a celebration which they call “dedica- 
tion” of youth, with an imitation religi- 
ous service confirming the youth in the 
service of the state. The ceremony is in- 
tended to mark with “an unforgettable 
experience,” the departure of pupils 
from elementary schools at the age of 
fourteen to apprenticeship or to higher 
forms of education. According to a 
Catholic paper the ceremony will take 
the form of a “solemn pseudo-religious 
act” in which young people will be re- 
quired to kneel and kiss a red flag. This 
has already happened on occasions when 
Young Pioneers have graduated to the 
Free German Youth. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Ber- 
lin and Dr. Dibelius, the Evangelical 
Bishop of Brandenburg and Berlin, 
have announced that confirmation into 
the Catholic or Protestant churches, re- 
spectively, will be denied to such young 
people as participate in these Commun- 
ist ceremonies. Reports today say that 
only from five to ten per cent of eligible 
children in East Germany have agreed to 
undergo the “dedication.” The London 
Times, commenting on this, says “this 
figure appears plausible in view of the 
large number of young people to be 
seen at services in the churches of East 
Berlin.” 


THE SCHOOL BUS AGAIN 

After a hard-fought campaign the bill 
to provide free bus transportation for 
pupils to Roman Catholic parochial 
schools was referred back to committee 
in the Missouri State Legislature. This is 
tantamount to defeat for the present 
session. The three Roman bishops in 
Missouri waged an all-out fight for the 
bill, sending telegrams to every member 
of the legislature urging the passage of 
the bill and arguing that it was not a 
violation of the principle of the separa- 
tion of church and state but a bill for 
the protection of children on the high- 
ways. It was also stated that failure to 
provide bus transportation was “nothing 
less than an infringement with freedom 
of worship.” 

We wonder what the Romanists would 
say if we suggested that the state provide 
bus transportation on Sunday to bring 
pupils to Sunday schools. For parochial 
training is as much religious training as 
is the work of the Sunday school. Our 
constitution allows Rome the freedom of 
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educaton which permits them to have 
their own schools, as it permits the Luth- 
eran, Reformed, and other churches to 
have religious schools. But those who 
wish to have such education must pay 
the bill for it. They must provide their 
own transportation; they must provide 
their own school lunches; they must 
provide their own text books. The only 
other proper alternative under our con- 
stitutional set-up is that the pupils go 
to schools supported by the state. 


MISSIONS IN INDIA 

An important statement on missions 
in India was, made recently by Dr. David 
Gnanapragasam Moses, president of His- 
lop College at Nagpur, India. He cau- 
tioned that although the nations of 
south and southeast Asia have a basic 
tendency toward democracy, they may 
“in their impatience for economic and 
social improvement be tempted to em- 
brace the speedier methods of totalitar- 
anism.” 

Dr. Moses discussed the place of Chris- 
tian missions in meeting the challenge 
and said, “One aspect of missonary 
policy in India in the immediate future 
must be a shift from denominational mis- 
sions to an ecumenical mission. The day 
of denominational missions has, in my 
opinion, come to an end—it has served 
its purpose. It kept an intimate and 
personal relation between the church in 
the mission field and the mother church 
in the countries of the’ missionaries, 
but it gave, unintentionally and because 
of a psychological and sociological neces- 
sity, not only the pure gospel of Jesus 
Christ but the western structural organ- 
izational forms as well. In giving more 
than the gospel, its donation was not 
munificient, but malignant, it sterilized 
the possibility of the genuinely Chris- 
tian community arising . . . it sowed the 
seeds of division at its very inception, 
and all the travail that we now have to 
unite the Churches are its result.” Future 
missionary policy, Dr. Moses counseled, 
must be oriented toward building up the 
existing native churches and intensify- 
ing “their witness and sense of mission.” 


SPANISH INCIDENT 

The vicious methods of the Roman 
Catholic Church when it holds the whip 
hand can be seen in a recent incident 
which took place in Spain. The Rev. 
Florentino Tornadijo and five members 
of a Baptist church in the province of 
Valencia were fined and imprisoned for 
attending a prayer meeting. The service 
was held in the home of one of the pas- 
tor’s parishoners in the province of 
Valencia. The police entered and broke 
up the meeting and later the Valencia 
governor fined Mr. Tornadijo 1000 
pesetas and the participants 250 pesetas 
each. Refusing to pay the fines on the 





ground that they were “unjust and 
arbitrary,” the pastor and his members 
were put in prison on February 22. It 
might be a good thing to write a letter 
to the Spanish Ambassador, Jose Maria 
Areilza, in Washington, to protest 
against this injustice. 


TRADITIONS BEING FOSTERED 

One lie breeds others. The Roman 
Catholic perverson that is attempting to 
make a thousand-year old church out of 
a colonial mill ruin in Newport, R. I. 
now has a counterpart in Massachusetts; 
an amateur archeologist announces that 
he has found seven beehive type caves 
in Leverett and Shutesbury which he be- 
lieves were made by Irish Culdee monks 
500 years before Columbus discovered 
America and seventeen’ years before 
Lief Erickson’s reputed landing. The 
“discoverer” is Lional Gerard who di- 
rects the choir of St. Anne’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Montague, Mass. It 
is important that we report these things 
for we are witnessing the birth of Ro- 
man Catholic traditions which, a hun- 
dred years from now, will be taught to 
the gullible as facts. They will say, with 
the same blank stares that they now 
teach the lies about purgatory and 
apostolic succession, that the Irish dis- 
covered America and that it belongs to 
the church! Now is the time for com- 
petent scholars to prick the bubbles of 
these lies. 


A DOOR STILL OPEN 

The door of India is still open for 
Christian missionaries providing they do 
not come as their grandfathers did, with 
the idea that they must found branches 
of American .culture groups on Indian 
soil. There is no lessening of opportuni- 
ties of preaching the gospel in all its 
purity, but there must be freedom given 
to the Indians to take over the true 
leadership. of those churches. The prin- 
ciples under which missionary work must 
be done in India are the following: 1) 
In all matters affecting the work and 
development of the Christian Churches 
in India the primary place of authority 
and responsibility rests with them. 2) 
The development of Indian leadership 
must continue to have priority. 3) Mis- 
sionaries should be intellectually and 
spiritually strong. They should be pre- 
pared in every way to make a positive 
contribution to the well-being of the 
people of India. 4) It is primarily for 
the churches in India to state how many 
and what kind of missionaries they need, 
and to present those needs to the gov- 
ernment. 5) All concerned should con- 
tinue to uphold the principle that the 
Christian belong to a world-wide fellow- 
ship. By the very nature of his allegiance 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, he has the duty 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





9: Archaeology 
and the Epistles 


ture of the New Testament by archaeological discovery 

brings us back to the Egyptian papyri. The fact that 
people in the ancient world wrote letters was, of course, well 
enough known from Latin literature. The letters of Cicero 
provide invaluable information on that stormy generation 
which saw the end of the senatorial rule and the establish- 
ment of the dictatorship we call the Roman Empire. The 
letters of Pliny show Roman society at its best at the turn 
of the first century of the Christian era. Its surviving volumes 
contain Pliny’s official communications with the Emperor 
Trajan, when the writer was governor of Bithynia, and 
much information about the first clash between the State 
and the Church. 

The letters of both Romans survive in their own right 
as literature. The surprise of the papyri has been the vast 
extent of ancient literacy, and the volume of the everyday 
correspondence between private persons on all manner of 
subjects of daily interest. The letters of the New Testament, 
although at times they touch the heights of literary power, 
have as their prime object information and exhortation in 
the plain and simple speech which “the common people 
hear gladly.” The discovery of Egypt's mass of proletarian 
correspondence, besides providing much linguistic informa- 
tion, has shown the class of writing to which the letters of 
Paul, Peter, John, Jude, and James belong. 


(Jor oe of the light thrown on the epistolary litera- 


The Range of Ancient Letter Writing 


Consider for example the breadth of the subject matter. 
The papyrus letters cover the whole range of life. Many 
are not without humor and intense humanity. There is, for 
example, little Theon. Who was Theon? A mere boy. He 
has the honor of a catalogue reference in a collection of 
select papyri. “Theon (spoilt boy), letter of, p. 297.” What a 
fate! Some may agree. The psychologists, perhaps, will not. 
Theon at any rate, wrote a letter to his father, sixteen 
hundred years ago. From it one may judge: 

Theon to Theon his father greeting. You did a fine 

thing not taking me with you to town. If you won’t 

take me with you to Alexandria, I won’t write you a 

letter, or speak to you, or wish you good-day. And if 

you go to Alexandria I won’t hold your hand, nor 
speak to you ever again. If you won’t take me that’s 
what’s up! Mother said to Archelaus, ‘He upsets me, 
take him away!’ It was nice of you to send me presents, 
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big ones, beans, on the 12th, the day you sailed. Send 

me a lyre, please do. If you don’t, I won’t eat, and I 

won't drink. There now! I pray for your health. 

And after that he signs himself by his pet name, Theonas. 
“Your little Tommy,” so to speak! Did Theon starve to 
death, or did his father send for him? Probably, we can 
safely picture “Theonas” in the boulevards of Alexandria, 
free from inhibitions and developing his little ego. 


From a Schoolboy 


Several schoolboys appear in the papyri of the same cen- 
tury. There is one from a neglected little lad named Thonis. 
The exquisitely human touch in the closing words seems 
to bring him very close to us. 

To my lord and father Arion, from Thonis, greeting. 

I pray for you every day. Look, this is my fifth letter to 

you, and you have written to me only once, nor have 

you come to see me. You promised me saying, ‘I am 
coming, but you have not come to find out whether 
my teacher is looking after me or not. And he himself 

asks every day saying, ‘Isn’t he coming yet?) And I 

just say ‘Yes. Try then to come quickly, that he may 

teach me as he really wants to do. And when you come, 
remember what I have often written to you about. 

Good-bye my lord and father, and may you prosper 

many years along with my brothers, whom may the evil 

eye harm not. Remember our pigeons. To Arion from 

Thomis. 

In another family it was the father who worried about 
the fees. It is easy to imagine what sort of a letter from home 
young Aurelius was answering, when he addressed his “very 
sweetest father.” “I pray for you,” he continues,” every 
day to the local deities. Do not be worried, father, about my 
studies. I am working hard and taking relaxation. It will be 
all right with me. I greet my mother . . .” The letter then 
proceeds for a dozen lines with enthusiastic greetings to 
friends and relatives, a safer subject. Aurelius senior would 
doubtless have preferred some assurance about the relaxa- 
tion. 

From schoolboys we might have moved to soldiers on 
campaign, husbands away from home, officials on circuit, 
absent friends and the host who, in any year, use pen 
and paper to record their thoughts. To pigeons, presents, 
and school fees, we might have added the problems and con- 
cerns of anxious wives, busy builders, solicitous hosts, and 
grateful guests. And does not Paul himself range in sub- 
ject from delicate irony over Corinthian pretensions, to 
stern rebuke for heresy, and from news of friends to the 
warm cloak he left at Troas, and some precious books? 


The Shape of the Ancient Letter 


There is no perceptible difference between the style of 
the private letters of the first and the fourth century. They 
are innumerable, and repay the careful examination of the 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Psaiah 





SUCH DAYS AS HAVE NOT COME SINCE EPHRAIM 
DEPARTED (7:17) 

The rebellion of the ten tribes under Jeroboam against 
the house of David was the greatest disaster-in the history of 
Judah. Even though Assyria will now come against Judah, 
and in the eyes of some it might appear that this could be 
called even worse than the civil war which broke God's 
people apart, the very fact that there was a division between 
brethren made the earlier disaster greater than the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by a foreign enemy. In all of Christian 
life there cannot be a greater calamity than division among 
brethren. For such division is the major sin against love. 
There cannot be division until love has flickered its last 
flame. Thus it is that the separation of brethren is set up 
by God as the standard by which tragedy must be measured. 
Not even invasion and destruction can compare with self- 


will that leads to lack of love. 
Lord. give us love of the brethren. 


THE KING OF ASSYRIA (7:17) 

The earlier part of this chapter has been filled with words 
of comfort. The prophet tells the king that he is not to 
worry about the alliance between Syria and Israel—God will 
not permit such an alliance to be formed against the house 
of David. The confederate enemies who would seek to place 
an alien king on the Messiah’s throne will be defeated, and 
their lands wasted. Put yourself in the place of Ahaz. He 
stands there listening with satisfaction tp the announce- 
ment of vengeance against these enemies. In his heart he 
is secretly trusting in an alliance he has made with Assyria. 
But now the tone changes and the fiercest judgment is an- 
nounced against him. Ahaz must wonder whence such judg- 
ment shall come, and like a whiplash, comes the name 
that he is holding in his heart as his hope—the disaster shall 
come from—the king of Assyria! 

Lord, deliver us from our own choices. 


THE LORD SHALL HISS FOR THE FLY (7:18) 

The marshy lands at the mouth of the Nile swarmed 
with flies; the Lord makes them the symbol for the armies 
of Egypt. The land of Assyria abounded with bees; the 
Lord makes them the symbol for the armies of that land. 
The Lord does not have to drive these armies; they are 
ready to move at the simplest signal from Him. He is in 
such control-of the nations that they do His bidding when 
He whistles. Flies swarm where there is corruption, and 
that of Ahaz shall not go unnoticed. Bees are persistent at- 
tackers and “compass about” their enemies (Psa. 118:12), 
and Ahaz and his land shall know their stinging fury. Thus 
it was prophesied and thus it came to pass: Judah, caught 
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between the two armies, would suffer the utmost horrors 


because of their invasions. 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art in control 
even of our enemies. 


AND THEY SHALL COME (7:19) 

What an-illustration of the sovereignty of God and His 
complete control of all of the events of history! When 
armies move in battle, it is not as a result of blind forces, 
shifting according to the will of men or the hazard of cir- 
cumstances. Calvin wrote, “When we see that wicked men 
throw every thing into disorder, let us not think that God 
has let the reins slip so that they may rush where they 
please; but let us be fully convinced that their violence is 
under check. From this we should draw marvelous consol- 
ation in the midst of the turmoil in which the Christian 
world is so deeply involved that almost everything appears 
in a state of confusion. We should consider that the Lord 
has a concealed bridle by which he has harnessed the furious 
beasts, so that they cannot break through where the mad- 
ness of their wrath drives them, or go beyond the limits 
that the Lord draws for them.” 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art sovereign. 


THE LORD SHALL SHAVE WITH A HIRED RAZOR (7:20) 
Figures of speech are multiplied to tell of the desolation 
that is about to come upon the land. The invading armies 
shall occupy every nook and cranny of the land like flies 
and bees which settle in the ravines, the clefts of the rock, 
the thorn bushes, and in the pastures. Assyria is described 
as a hired razor, for just as Ahaz thought he was hiring As- 
syria to help, God announces that He Himself has hired 
Assyria to shave Judah naked. The hair of the head, the 
hair of the extremities, the hair of the beard—all would be 
cut away as with the swift strokes of a razor. There would 
be no dignity nor beauty left for Ahaz and his land—all 
would be swept away. This desolation would come not only 
on the head, but even to the lowliest of the nation judg- 

ment would be brought. , 
Lord, keep us from needing Thy judgment. 


A HIRED RAZOR (7:20) 

Whenever man uses the gifts of God for a selfish end, the 
gift is desecrated and the prostitution must be punished 
severely. The fact that Assyria is described as a hired razor 
has great irony in view of what Ahaz was doing, as he im- 
agined, behind God’s back. For “Ahaz sent messengers to 
Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, saying, I am your servant 
and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the 
king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, who 
are attacking me” (2 Ki. 16:8). Now one does not make a 
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request like that without paying for it, so, the next verse 
tells us: “Ahaz also took the silver and the gold that was 
found in the house of the Lord and in the treasures of the 
king’s house, and sent a present to the king of Assyria.” 
That was the rent money that paid the barber to bring the 
razor that would shave Ahaz naked. 

Lord, teach us never to trifle with Thee. 


IT SHALL COME TO PASS (7:21, 22, 23) 

Judah shall be naked, as one shaved; Judah shall be desti- 
tute, as a man who has but a young cow and two sheep; 
Judah shall be desolate, as a fat land turned to briars and 
thorns. The overwhelming distress is evident at every turn. 
Instead of great herds there will be only enough to sustain 
a man—the lack of inhabitants climaxes the desolation. The 
few remaining people eat the bare and sparse provisions 
with nothing left over. Where there were once vineyards 
that brought in a-thousand shekels of rent (silverlings), 
there will be nothing but briars and thorns. There is no 
mitigating line in the whole prophecy. There is not the 
slightest ray of hope and comfort for the people. The 
whole scope of the revelation is one of distress and deg- 
radation. It is thus that God is forced to judge the people 
who were the objects of His brightest promises. 

Lord, guard us from the pride that goes before judgment. 


BOWS AND ARROWS. .... (7:24, 25) 

In painted detail the scene of the pillage, devastation, 
and degradation is set forth. When the fulfillment comes to 
pass Ahaz and his people will know, surely, that God has 
accomplished His purpose. Agricultural activity has ceased, 
the inhabitants of the land live precariously on the produce 
that can be picked up in the fields—a little milk from a 
young cow, a little honey taken from the wild bees. The 
vines will be gone, and the thorns and brambles so preval- 
ent that wild animals will lurk where once there were pros- 
perous vineyards, and no man will be able to move unless 
he has Bow in hand and arrow at the ready. Where there 
had been well-hoed fields there will be briars and thorns so 
that nothing but heavy cattle will be able to move there, 
finding sparse grazing. 

Lord, give us a horror of sin and its desolate fruitage. 


BRIERS AND THORNS (7:25) 

When men turn away from God, God must, necessarily, 
be turned away from them. One writer describes the parallel 
between the physical and moral spheres: “Simply leave the 
soil alone, give it up to itself; nothing more is necessary; 
it will quickly witness to the curse resting still upon it. So 
let parents simply leave their children alone, let them re- 
frain from bringing them up in the discipline and admon- 
ition of the Lord, it is all that is necessary—a wilderness of 
moral ‘thorn and briers’ will all too quickly bear their wit- 
ness to the fall of our first parents. So let God simply leave 
man alone, give him up, as He did the Gentiles (Rom. 1:24- 
32), and we see the abominations that covered them as 
thorns and briers. These same abominations cover the vast 
professing body of Christendom today (2 Tim. 3:1-5).” 

Lord, teach us our absolute dependence on Thee. 


MOREOVER THE LORD SAID (8:1) 

The same prophecy continues, but the Lord now address- 
es Isaiah instead of Ahaz. The sign that was given to the 
king is now explained to the people. The sign was the birth 
of two children, one, of the almah, Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 
Isaiah’s own son, and the other, Immanuel, child of the 
virgin, the Lord Jesus Christ. But now the people must be 
taught that the events that are about to take place are in 
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the plan of God and are brought about by Him, and that 
they are in no wise the result.of the diplomacy and ability 
of Ahaz. Damascus and Syria were in league against, Judah’ : 
and Judah had appealed to Assyria. The- latter would come 
within a few months, before the prophetic baby was out of 
infancy, and would destroy Damascus utterly. This would 
be joyous news by itself, but the terrible news followed: 
Assyria would sweep on and destroy Judah. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the finality of prophetic details. 


TAKE A LARGE TABLET (8:1) 


’ The prophecy is to be made so plain that no one can fail 
to understand it. There is no thought of making it large so 
that quick passers could read it, but making it so plain 
that the message would be forced upon the consciousness 
and break through the apathy that is common in the pres- 
ence of judgments that are despised if they are not immedi- 
ately carried out. We can see the mentality of the people in 
that of our own nation which was shocked when the atomic 
bomb was first discovered, yet quickly settled back to com- 
mon practices. Now not even the menace of hydrogen 
bombs or of cobalt bombs can lessen the profligacy or dent 
the hardness that has come upon the many. What God 
wants here is that the witness shall be made so plain that 
men cannot pretend that events are other than God has 
determined them to be. 

Lord, keep us from hardness. 


A MAN’S PEN (8:1) 

The Hebrew is literally, “the stylus of a man.” The 
board was not a roll or scroll, but a tablet made of metal, 
wood, or stone. The writing was to be easily legible to the 
common man. Ehrlich suggests that the phrase signifies “an 
inscription of the size of a man.” The tablet was great, and 
since only four words were inscribed thereon it would fol- 
low that the letters were of large size. In Hebrew the four - 
words had only eleven letters (3, 3, 3, 2). The inscription 
was not an advertising device to catch the attention of 
speeding motorists, but a spiritual shocker to awaken them 
from their insensibility. The same procedure was command- 


. ed to Habakkuk, “Write the vision; make it plain upon 


tablets, so he may run who reads it” (Hab. 2:2). What 
tragedy that the Lord has to strike us in order to impress 
us with truth. 

Lord, make us sensitive to Thee. 


MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ (8:1) , 
This strange, combination word, surely never seen befor 
in the history of Judah, is written upon the tablet. HASTE 
SPOIL SPEED PREY. In exactly twenty-one months the 
enemies of Judah would be destroyed by Assyria—the term 
of a child’s pregnancy plus the year of the child’s infancy. 
During those twenty-one months the four words would be 
there before all Jerusalem. A long discourse might be for- 
gotten, but the precise brevity, the slogan-like quality of 
the prophecy could not be forgotten. The effect upon the 
people would be something like that which struck Belshaz- 
zar when the moving finger wrote that he was weighed in 
the balances and found wanting (Dan. 5: 6, 7). The judg- 
ment of God on their enemies would be swift and His 
vengeance upon His own people immediately following 
would be sure. 
Lord, overwhelm our stupidity that we may understand. 


AND | TOOK UNTO ME FAITHFUL WITNESSES (8:2) 
Slotki, in the Rabbi’s Soncino translation reads, “And I 


(Continued on page 40) 








~ Modern Psychology and 
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nce more, according to Carl Jung, for his optimum psy- 

chological health man needs love. And while Jung does 

not elaborate this point, it has become one of the 
shibboleths of modern psychology. Indeed, if there is any 
focus of agreement among the divergent schools in the 
post-Freudian epoch, this is it. Unanimously they insist 
that man can have an integrated and effective personality 
only if he is at once the object and subject of love. So 
Bonaro Overstreet in her helpful study, Understanding Fear 
in Ourselves and Others, devotes several pages to statements 
substantiating a rather surprising thesis: “. .. What matters 
most to man is the quality of his human relationship. Our 
extreme vulnerability where those relationships are con- 
cerned is a prime proof that we are ‘members one of an- 
other.’ Recognition of this fact has involved psychologists 
and psychiatrists in the persistent use of the word which has 
heretofore been more familiar in religious writings than 
in scientific: the word love. That love is man’s basic need 
has become an axiom of modern therapy.” 


Emotional Security 


On the one hand, then, man must be the object of love. 
It is only as he is reared in an environment of love, and 
it is only as he lives in an environment of love that he can 
experience security, significance, and satisfaction. What 
gives a person emotional security, to single that out for at- 
tention? It is a love which understands him, accepts him, and 
sustains him, a love which loves him not because of what 
he does but simply because of what he is, a love which 
loves him unconditionally, a love which loves him for his 
own sake. 

In the words of Ashley Montague, professor of anthro- 
pology at Rutgers University, “What human beings desire 
most of all is to have their needs satisfied, to be made secure. 
. . . What man wants is that positive freedom which fol- 
lows the pattern of his life as an infant within the family— 
dependent security, the feeling that one is a part of the 
group, accepted, wanted, loved, and loving. Love is security 

- man’s organic potentialities are so organized as to de- 
mand one kind of satisfaction alone, the satisfaction which 
ministers to man’s need for love, which registers love, which 
is given in terms of love—the satisfaction which is defined 
by the one word, security. . .. Man is born for cooperation, 
not for competition or conflict. This is a basic discovery of 
modern science. It confirms a discovery made some two 
thousand years ago by one Jesus of Nazareth. In a word, it 
is the principle of love which embraces all mankind.” 
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But psychologists do not seem to realize the logic of their 
own insistence upon man’s need for unconditional love, a 
love which will understand him, accept him, and sustain 
him, a love which will endow his life wth security, signific- 
ance, and satisfaction. For upon reflection it becomes ap- 
parent that no human love can furnish man with the emo- 
tional environment which he psychologically needs. 


Assurance of Divine Love 


In a world like ours, where hostile power-blocs are now 
toying with the H-bomb, and where the tidal waves of 
war, revolution, and technological upheaval sweep the in- 
dividual to and fro like a splintered toothpick on the Pacific, 
can anything really give him security, significance, and satis- 
faction except the assurance of divine love? We live in a 
universe. which is vast, bewildering, and capricious. We live 
in a universe where man is the helpless plaything of shat- 
tering forces which he cannot control. We live in a Wniverse 
of immensities so measureless that Pascal was constrained 
to cry out, “The silence of these infinite spaces terrifies me!” 
And, consequently, if a man has a spark of sensitivity or a 
touch of imagination, he is emotionally overwhelmed time 
and again by a sense of cosmic intimidation. Well, in such 
a universe as this can anything endow man with security, 
significance, and satisfaction except the assurance that he 
is loved by a love which is divine, omnipotent, and uncon- 
ditional? 

Probably no book concerning modern Europe and its 
central problems outranks Helmut Gollwitzer’s Unwilling 
Journey, an insightful personal history which every Ameri- 
can, and especially every Christian, ought to read. A profes- 
sor of theology at the University of Bonn, Dr. Gollwitzer 
served with the Nazi army. Then after the Third Reich 
had been overthrown, he was seized by the Russians and 
sent from one concentration camp to another. Vividly he 
describes the disillusionment which gripped the German 
soldiers when their government collapsed. They were be- 
wildered, broken men who had nothing to live for—unless, 
despite their Nazi indoctrination, they had somehow learned 
the value of personal love. As Gollwitzer says: “Without 
somebody to whom I matter . . . for whose sake the rest 
of the world is nothing, there is no happiness, and no mean- 
ing to life.” But Gollwitzer does not stop there. He points 
out that human love is not enough. To have faith in life’s 
meaningfulness, when the bottom of existence topples in, 
a man must be sure of divine love. Hence in a moving 
passage Gollwitzer recalls his attempt to encourage a hand- 
some, hopeless officer as they fled together. 
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the Gospel sem cus 


Dean, Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary, Denver, Colorado 


God Cares 


“Young Hans, lieutenant in the Kossack-Division, do you 
remember our conversation in 1948 at Holzberg? Before you 
lay your surrender to Jugoslavia. What did the future hold 
for you? The crippling of this poor, gay young life. Who 
cared? Who even took notice of it? That was what you 
were asking, for the world went on turning, not caring if 
the Jugoslavs smashed your skull, or let you succumb 
slowly in slavery. One day the earth of the grave will dry the 
tears of your mother in Swabia, and the world will go on 
turning. 

““God knows it,’ I said. 

“T cannot believe it. He is too great. He doesn’t bother 
about individuals.’ 

“Don‘t ask whether He does. Ask first of all what it 
would mean if He did?’ 

“Tt would mean that besides me and my mother there 
was somebody who cared about me.’ 

“What does that mean, “cared about’’?’ 

“Well it means that He worried about me as my 
mother does now, but God does not need to worry, that is 
human language.’ : 

“Stick to the point, we must be clear about this. Why 
does your mother worry about you?” 

“ ‘Because she loves me, because I matter to her.’ 

“*Hans, you blind man, that is the simplest and most 
beautiful definition of Love that you gave so casually. If 
someone loves me then I matter to them. I am as important 
to them as they are to themselves, or as I am to myself.’ 

“*Yes, that is why one feels so desperate in our situa- 
tion. You have the feeling that you are important to your- 
self and perhaps to your mother, or some other woman, but 
that is all, and to everyone else you do not matter in the 
least.’ 

“*That is the demarcation line between despair and 
meaningfulness. The love of God is the meaning of your 
life, and cannot be destroyed even in the Jugoslav concen- 
tration camp. It amounts to just this: I am as important 
to God as I am to myself, and as He is to Himself. Draw 
a cross on your camp bed, and repeat that sentence three 
times whenever you look at it. And take my Bible today and 
read it, and insert that sentence whenever the Love of 
God is mentioned. Then you will understand what the 
Gospel is, and the joy that overcomes the world.’” 


The Certainty of Divine Love 


Gollwitzer, you see, has put his finger on something vital, 
something which the psychologists as a rule ignore. In a 
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world like this, a world where titanic forces crush human 
hopes and dreams and securities into nothingness—and 
pulverize human lives into dust—a man needs to know of 
a certainty that he is the object of divine love. Unless he 
possesses that certainty deep within his soul, he cannot have 
optimum psychological health. 

A few discerning psychologists have realized this, of course, 
and insisted upon it vehemently. For example, the English 
therapist, Grace Stuart, has emphatically underscored the 
necessity of divine love. So as she comes toward the end of 
her valuable book, Personality in the Light of Psychology 
and Christianity, she summarizes her argument in_ this 
fashion: “We were compelled to ask whether, if man with 
his little transient life, with his tremendous and often 
devastating power of conceiving the vastness of the uni- 
verse, and his own dependence, his isolation, his insecurity, 
his almost nothingness in the midst of it all, is so afraid, so 
unhappy, so alone, as Freud, Jung, and Adler have all 
shown him to be, the (psychic) background of human love 
were enough to reassure him and set him free? Even al- 
though, ultimately, in the love of his friends and the serv- 
ice of the community, he finds a measure of peace and 
power, may it not seem too small a thing to fulfill the need 
which we saw to be, not only so deep, but so urgent? Might 
he not feel, even possessed of human love, that the ni 
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Mark Twain, when asked how he could believe in 
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come 
and men love darkness rather than light because their 
were evil (John 3:19). 
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CHAPTER 13 part 2 


THE DEVICES OF SATAN 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


he devil knows, then, that his doom is sure. He knows 

that his power has always been limited by the lacks in his 

own being, and that his malignancy has never been allow- 
ed to spread beyond the limits of God’s permissive will. He 
knows, as we shall see in detail, that at Calvary he was ex- 
posed to the gaze of all the angelic hosts, and that from the 
moment the judgment was given, it was merely a question 
of time until the verdict should be enforced against him. 
He knows that the sentence will be executed even as the 
Word spreads it forth on the record, so that he will one 
day go to the lake of fire that was prepared for him and 
his angels (Mt. 25:41). We can well understand, therefore, 
why the devil seeks to make people think that he has power 
which he never possessed and that this power is somehow 
independent of God’s power and not subject to it. If it 
could be maintained that he had any stake whatsoever in 
the government of Hell, he would be seen, in some sense, 
as an eternal victor. But he is limited to lying about his 
prestige and position, thus exhibiting the ragged tatters on 
the lining of his pride. 

If Satan thus sets forth lies concerning his origin, his 
abode, and his future, we need not be astonished that he 
should lie concerning his attributes. While he has great 
power, the devil is, nevertheless, not to be thought of for 
one moment as having all power, or even as having any 
power outside of the permissive will of God. Satan is a 
creature. If we understand the meaning of that word, the 
whole matter is said. But Satan was bold enough to come 
to the Lord Jesus Himself and say, “Mine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory” (Lk. 4:5, 6). But the Lord 
Jesus speedily taught His disciples to ascribe the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory to the one true God (Mt. 6:13). 
Christ said as He was about to return to Heaven, “All pow- 
er is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Mt. 28:20). 
And the Spirit taught John to tell the church, “Greater is 
he that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 


Satan not Omnipresent 

An error that is more common is the thought that Satan 
is omnipresent. There are those who think that Satan can 
be present at the same moment in America and in Africa, 
in China and in England, hurling his fiery darts personally 
at whomsoever he will. This simply is not true. It is very 
doubtful that many who read these words have ever known 
the personal attention of the devil. If an old soldier in a 
convention of veterans began to spin a tale about a per- 
sonal, hand-to-hand combat with Hitler or Mussolini, his 
comrades would laugh at him. The great leaders of the 
enemy powers were not out in foxholes grappling with pri- 
vates of the rear rank. Elisha was a foe of sufficient import- 
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ance to engage a mighty force of Satan’s hosts, but Satan 
himself is not mentioned as present. Daniel only drew a 
captain or two of the principalities and powers to impede 
the transmission of the divine revelation. Paul, on one 
occasion at least, had no more than a messenger of Satan 
to buffet him (2 Cor. 12:7). The greatest of the angels who 
remained faithful to God did meet Satan face to face. 
Michael, the archangel, when carrying out an order of God 
concerning the body of Moses, was interrupted by Satan, 
personally, and Michael could deal with him only by com- 
mitting him to the Lord for rebuke (Jude 14). 

Among those human beings who met Satan personally, 
according to the Scripture, the following may be named: 


Eve (Gen. 3:1), Peter (Mt. 16:23; Lk. 22:31), Ananias (Acts . 


5:3), and, perhaps, Paul on an occasion other than the one 
mentioned above (1 Thes. 2:18). We say perhaps because 
there is a shade of difference between a temptation that is 
brought personally by the devil himself and one that -is 
brought by one of his minions. There may not be much 
comfort in this for one who is buffeted by a messenger of 
Satan, but we believe that the distinction should be made 
in order to point out certain facts concerning Satan’s limita- 
tions. The daughter of Abraham, who was bound by Satan 
for eighteen years (Lk. 13:16), was undoubtedly held by a 
member of Satan’s legions. We believe that a similar idea 
is expressed in such passages as those that speak of Satan 
tempting (1 Cor. 7:5) and getting an advantage over the 
believer (2 Cor. 2:11). 


Judas 

In nmientioning the fact that seven characters in the Bible 
are set forth as having been the objects of Satan’s personal 
attack, we purposely made no mention of Judas. The reason 
for this is the statement by Christ that He had chosen the 
twelve, one of whom, Judas, as the original text shows, is 
“the devil” (John 6:70). That the disciples did not have the 
remotest idea that Judas was anything different from the 
rest of them is proved by the fact that when the Lord later 
announced at the Passover table that He would be betrayed 
by one of them, there was no thought at all among them 
that Judas was the one, but each began to say, “Lord, is it 
I?” This seems to be a case of utter and absolute Satanic 
possession of Judas by Satan, perhaps at intervals at first, 
and then finally, when the Lord gave Judas the sop at the 
table and Satan entered into him again to carry him 
through to the desperate end. Judas was never at any time 
a believer; never at any time a child of God. He became a 
child of the devil, and the devil carried him through to the 


grave. 
De Rougemont has an excellent passage on suicide which 
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is worth summarizing here. Speaking of the temptation of 
Eve, he points out that it was not evil within her that 
tempted her but the imagination of a good that was better 
than that which God had offered her. It was a temptation 
to utopia, and every movement toward any utopia is always 
a Satanic temptation. First, it was imagination, then, the 
desire for a good that was beyond reality and that the di- 
vine plan did not offer. It is later, several generations of 
sinners in history beyond Eve, and after continual yielding 
to sin within, that evil comes to dominate the individual, to 
become second nature. He then quotes Baudelaire: “Man 
and woman know from birth that voluptuousness is found 
in evil. The unique and supreme voluptuousness lies in the 
certainty. of doing evil.” Then De Rougemont concludes, 
“But at this point complicated mechanisms are set loose 
leading through perversion, self-chastisement, and a torn 
conscience to the desire to destroy oneself. To destroy one- 
self in order to become innocent! To escape in one’s own 
way from the consequences of the evil which one has done; 
to chastise oneself without recovery. This is the mystery of 
suicide and the logic of Judas; the last temptation, the su- 
preme utopia.” 


God Keeps His Own 

While Satan undoubtedly receives reports from all his 
lieutenants, he is not everywhere himself. And though he 
may attack a Christian, there is always a term to his attack. 
Even as angels came and ministered unto Christ when the 
devil left Him after the temptation (Mt. 4:11), so we may 
be sure that our God wards off the attacks of the enemy 
upon all His own after a predetermined limit and ministers 
to us Himself. God will never permit that we be tested be- 
yond our ability to meet the test (1 Cor. 10:13). . 


Children of Wrath 

The old Adamic nature is sufficient in itself to hold many 
millions of lost souls in check. Note that we do not call 
them Satan’s subjects, or even children of Satan. We do not 
believe that everyone born of Adam is thereby a child of 
Satan. The Bible indicates that all are born children of 
wrath (Eph. 2:3), but that one becomes a child of Satan as 
another becomes a child of God. We will bring this out 
more clearly in the chapter on Satan’s motives and religion. 
Satan’s forces are-occupied only with his great effort to 
build his kingdom and to oppose those who are children 
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. The rest of the world 
rests supinely in his embrace, for the Greek word in 1 John 
5:19 describes the world in the arms of Satan in a term 
that pictures a harlot in the arms of the one who has hired 
her: body given over, perhaps, but still with a mighty will 
of her own. We must never forget that man has a nature 
that in essence desires nothing but his own will. For an 
Adamic nature to desire the will of Satan there must be a 
perversion of the will and a conscious bending to Satan 
which might even be described as a Satanic regeneration. 
The verb keitai which is used to describe the world lying 
in the wicked one is the same as that in Homer's often re- 
peated proverb concerning the issues that lie in the laps 
of the gods (Iliad 17:514; 20:435; etc.; Odyssey 1:267; etc.). 


No Common Dwelling Ground 

Even though Satan travel with the speed of thought and 
even though he be overlord to a vast host of subordinates 
that report to him, he can never be on the throne of God 
nor can he ever come inside the body or being of one who 
has been born again and whose body has become the temple 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). We put forth this state- 
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ment categorically in spite of the works of the English 
group known as the Overcomers, whose bible is frequently _ 
Mrs. Penn-Lewis’ book War on the Saints. We. know of no , : 
more insalubrious idea than that which ‘would turn Christ- 
ians to introspection, looking for attacks of Satan within, © 
or to a circumspection that would have Christians seeing 
defilements in shaking hands, or touching in any way a 
person who might be possessed by the devil. There is no 
fellowship between righteousness and unrighteousness. 
There is no communion between light and darkness. There 
is no concord between Christ and the devil. There is no 
common dwelling ground for faith and infidelity. There is 
no agreement between the temple of God and idols (2 Cor. 
6:14-16). Before these definite assertions of the Word of 
God we must stand firm. There may be attacks upon the 
Christian by the enemy, but the Christian may not be pos- 
sessed. The Bible shows attacks on the physical health of 
Job. It teaches that Christian leaders have the right of de- 
livering erring Christians into the hands of Satan for such 
attacks (1 Tim. 1:20), even to the point of physical death 
as a judgment so that the released soul might go immedi- 
ately to Heaven (1 Cor. 5:6), yet with all works burned 
away, saved as by fire (1 Cor. 3:15). There are temptations 
from without upon the soul that come from Satan through 
the flesh (1 Cor. 7:5). There are temptations from without 
upon the soul through the world (1 John 2:15-17). There 
are temptations upon the soul that come directly and per- 
sonally from Satan. But even though there are possibilities 
of enemy action, there is no possibility that the devil can 
possess the soul or body of the one who has been born 


again. 


The Ignorance of Satan 

Yet another device of Satan is to make men believe in 
his wisdom beyond its real limits. Without question Lucifer 
was the wisest creature ever to come from the Word of 
God. Although Satan has retained the wisdom of Lucifer 
in a perverted sense, he most certainly is not omniscient. 
There are two things, at least, that Satan does not know. He 
may be psychologically shrewd and a good guesser, but he 
does not know what goes on within the mind and heart of 
man, and he does not know the future. 

In one of the Psalms, David sings, “O Lord, Thou has 
searched me and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting 
and my uprising; thou understandest my thought afar off. 
... No word ever reaches my tongue until long after thou 
hast known it” (Psa. 139:1-4)..-Such language, used of God, 
could never be used of Satan. He has the age-long experi- 
ence of the evil seducer. He knows the gestures and the 
glances of the human race without exception. His skill to 
know the motives and the thoughts of men is far above 
that which mere man possesses. All of us, to a greater or 
less extent, read the minds of those round about us, but we 
cannot enter into their minds to know that we have read 
them correctly. Satan, to a much greater extent, can read 
the minds of men from without. The Bible will not coun- 
tenance the opinion for a moment my = nr _ the 

wer, possessed only by God Himself, and whi e uses 
A means of the Word which is the “discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 

Perhaps in no field has Satan won the interest of more 
people than that which he has created by the circulation 
of the idea that he can know the future or that he can 
reveal the future to man. His first lie to Eve included a 
promise of knowing something that was hidden. The same 


(Continued on page 33) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


MAY 22, 1955 
Hezekiah Attempts Reconciliation 
2 Chronicles 27-30; Micah 6-7 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 30:1, 6-13 
Devotional Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:11-19 


The lesson material covers 
SETTINGS the reigns of three kings: 
Jotham, the son of Uzziah, eleventh ruler 
of Judah, reigned sixteen years (751-736 
B.C.); Ahaz, his son-successor, can be dated 
c. 736-721 B.C.; and Hezekiah (721-693 
B.C.). The principal setting for the entire 
lesson is Jerusalem, the capital of the south- 
ern kingdom of Judah. 


INTRODUCTION In view of the fact that 
our next lesson will deal 
more fully with the régime of King Heze- 
kiah, we will give our current attention, for 
the most part, to the intervening years that 
led up to his reign. There are two kings to 
whom we shall give our emphasis in this 
study, Jotham and Ahaz. 
Jotham, as our text tells us, was twenty- 
five years old when he began to reign, and 
it is quite possible that during the last part 
of his father’s illness (leprosy) he a as 
co-regent of the kingdom in his father’s 
stead. His reign is described as being “good” 
with certain reservations. However, his son’s 
rule was an evil one, quite different from 
Jotham’s, in which the ple were led 
away from the things of the Lord and 
brought into contact with the idol worship 
and the vile practices of heathen nations. It 
was such a situation which led inevitably 
to the need for a revival once more and 
this was Hezekiah’s opportunity and neces- 
sity as the next lesson will show. Let us 
turn our attention more fully to the events 
in these two reigns (Jotham and Ahaz) 
which prepared the way for Hezekiah’s min- 


istry. 


DATES AND 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES The writer describes the 
27:1-9 ministry of Jotham as ac- 
complishing what was right in God’s sight 
and adds the statement, “according to all 
that his father Uzziah did.” But then, lest 
there be any misunderstanding, we are told 
that one thing which Uzziah had done that 
his son did not copy; he did not enter into 
the Temple in the arrogant gesture which 
resulted in the elder man’s serious illness. 
We have already seen that Uzziah felt that, 
as king, he could invade the office of priest 
and offer incense in the holy place. Jotham, 
having seen the judgment of God on his 
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father, made very sure not to repeat the 
offense. Some think that he made it a point 
not to enter the building at all, to say noth- 
ing of the holy place. 

In spite of the king’s efforts at moral re- 
form, however, the people continued to 
live in sin. Second Kings 15:35 confirms this 
statement by informing us that the Bamoth 
(“high places”) were not taken away, but 
rather, the people continued to offer sacri- 
fices and burn incense there at these ele- 
vated pagan altars. Thus, the king’s efforts 
were frustrated by the will of the people 
to continue in their sin. In addition to his 
program of religious reform, Jotham initi- 
ated a building program as verses 3 and 4 
tell us. His kingdom was successful because 
of his righteous ways, in spite of the policy 
of non-codperation of the people. He be- 
came “mighty, because he prepared his ways 
before the Lord” (v. 6). 


2 CHRONICLES Quite .a contrast .ensued 
28:1-4 when Jotham died and 
his son Ahaz took over the kingdom, for he 
adhered to a practice of idolatry and sub- 
mitted to an observance then common in 
northern Israel: the sacrificing of children 
by thrusting them into a burning furnace. 
The molten images of Baal were introduced 
to Israel from pagan sources and were very 
prominent during the reign of Ahab and 
his Phoenician wife Jezebel, who brought 
the worship of Baal from her own native 
land. How rapidly an evil such as this was 
able to spread is made obvious by the con- 
trol Baalism had over the people of Judah 
as well. 


2 CHRONICLES Because of the repeated 
28:5-15 sin of Ahaz, the Lord de- 
livered him and his kingdom into the hands 
of the combined confederacy of Syria-Israel. 
Taking the whole picture, we may piece it 
together by saying that the armies of this 
northern confederacy came up to Jerusalem 
and endeavored to besiege it. Finding this 
too difficult—-even impossible—they with- 
drew, and were quite possibly pursued by 
Ahaz’ troops, leading to a battle in which 
Judah’s 120,000 were slain (v. 6). Maaseiah 
(v. 7) is spoken of as “the king’s son,” but 
in all probability the son of Ahaz would 
have been too young to engage in battle; 
Maaseiah may have been the “seed royal,” 
one of Jotham’s offspring. At any rate, we 
find a good-sized captivity took place, with 
much spoil being reaped by the Israelites 
and taken to Samaria. It was a dark day 


.for Judah, but their sin, induced by the 


king, was responsible. 

An unexpected turn of events was brought 
about by a prophet of the Lord named 
Oded (v. 9 ff). What a picture this gives 
to us of the power of the Lord to transcend 
national boundaries and barriers. Here 
were those who ought to have been broth- 





ers—Judah and Israel—fighting against each 
other. It took one who was a spokesman 
for the Lord—one who could see both sides 
of the question—to declare the issue and 
bring the people of Israel to their senses. 
One simple question seemed to settle the 
matter: “do you not have just as many sins 
as the people. whom you have conquered in 
battle?” (v. 10). This brought a twinge of 
conscience to the people of the northern 
kingdom and before long the captives were 
set free in a neutral city (v. 15). But the 
damage had been done; 120,000 had been 
slain in Judah to say nothing of the prop- 
erty damage. To be sure, it was a judgment 
of God on Judah for their neglect of His 
will; but how costly a judgment when, by 
obedience and kingly willingness to listen 
to the Lord, it might have been avoided. 


2 CHRONICLES Apparently the lesson was 
28:16-25 not graphic enough for 
Ahaz. He still relied upon the arm of the 
flesh (v. 16) in asking for an alliance with 
Assyria to offset the united powers of Syria 
and Israel, as well as a new threat: Edom 
and Philistia. It was customary for the 
Edomites to come against their victims in 
surprise raids, whirlwind in character, sweep 
up whatever spoil and captives they might, 
and then dash off to their rocky strongholds 
once more. Edom was. situated in a very 
rocky, cliff-like section south of Judah and 
a bit to the east. The prophet Obadiah, in 
his indictment against the Edomites (Oba. 
3), spoke of them as “dwellers in the cliffs.” 
The history of Bible times makes clear the 
fact that Edom was a perpetual enemy of 
the Israelites (including Judah), and took 
occasion whenever possible to wreak a dis- 
torted vengeance. Thus, with the Edomite 
raids facing them, Judah appealed to the 
kings of Assyria to help. Furthermore, Phil- 
istia on the west proved to be another 
formidable enemy, weil trained in the 
brutal art of warfare. Their strong attacks 
against Judzan cities gave Ahaz another 
reason for requesting heathen help. The 
Lord was permitting all of these nations to 
battle against Judah because of Ahaz and 
his sins (v. 19). And, instead of offering as- 
sistance, Tiglath-pilneser, the Assyrian king, 
furnished further trouble (v. 20). With all 
of this difficulty facing him, and the “arm 
of the flesh” failing on every hand, we 
would think that Ahaz would be interested 
in seeking the Lord. But his sins became 
more gross (v. 22 ff.) even to the point of 
closing.up the house of God entirely and 
abandoning himself fully to the false gods 
of every description. It was to such a king- 
dom, rampant with immorality and idol- 
atry, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz came 
upon his father’s death. We can see some- 
thing of the challenge which faced the 
twenty-five year old king, and the lesson to 
follow will give us information on how 
adequately and admirably he met the chal- 
lenge. 


But there are one or two lessons we 
might learn from this study. In the first 

lace, God expects His people—whether 
iaws or peasants, or anything else—shall be 
obedient to His will. All of us who name 
the name of Christ have this responsibility. 
Yet, it is so easy to go astray and give our 
attention to side issues, secondary things, 
putting God in the background. Immed- 
lately, the Holy Spirit sets to work prompt- 
ing, gently nudging us back into line. If 
we listen, and return to the Lord, we are 
blessed once more. But if, in our stubborn- 
ness, we persist in going astray as did Ahaz 
for instance, God may have to send more 
stringent means of recapturing our loyalty. 
This may include disaster, sorrow, suffering, 
hardship, or calamity of one type or anoth- 
er. Once again, we are faced with the 
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choice: shall we return or plunge on head- 
long into further sin? How great is the 
grace and patience of our God to His weak, 
erring children. How strong also is His 
power to keep us from erring when we sur- 
render to His will and way! 
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Hezekiah Meets a Crisis 


2 Chronicles 31-32; Isaiah 36-39 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 32:1-8, 32, 33 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 124 


DATES AND The events of this lesson 
SETTINGS take us to régime of King 
Hezekiah whose reign can be dated c. 721- 
693 B.C., after the fall of the northern 
kingdom to Shalmanezer. Apparently, most 
of the setting is Jerusalem or its immediate 
environs, with a brief glance at Lachish, a 
town about 27 miles south and to the west 
of Jerusalem, where the Assyrian king en- 
camped. 


Before the actual concen- 
tration on the lesson it- 
self, it might be helpful for us to gain 
something of a background so that we may 
observe how the text fits into the context. 
Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign, the son of Ahaz. He is re- 
ported to have “done good” (2 Ki. 18:3-7) 
which included the removal of the accumu- 
lated Bamoth or “high places,” the “pil- 
lars,” the Asherah, and interestingly enough, 
the brass.serpent which Moses had made 
(Num. 21) many years before. It is sig- 
nificant that, ali this time, this idol had 
been carried by the people as an object of 
worship; unless, of course, this was a dupli- 
cate which was made after the ancient pat- 
tern (2 Ki. 18:4). However, all in all, King 
Hezekiah remained true to the Lord, and 
the Lord blessed him accordingly. In a 
study of the references of 2 Chronicles 
(chapters 29 ff.), we find that the king re- 
paired the doors of the Temple and restor- 
ed worship therein. He brought back the 
priests and Levites for Temple worship and 
sacrifice which had apparently been dor- 
mant for some time. The side references to 
the unwillingness of the priests to re-sanc- 
tify themselves and the necessity of the 
Levites to assume Temple responsibility is 
rather significant. If the religious leaders 
were not interested in a closer walk with 
the Lord, how could the common people 
be expected to codperate? 

Perhaps one of the most interesting pieces 
of information concerns Hezekiah’s invita- 
tion to the people of Israel in the north to 
come and sacrifice at Jerusalem in the 
Temple (2 Chron. 30:1-12). Here was an 
“internationalism” or at least “interdenom- 
nationalism” in Old Testament times—a 
crossing of the boundaries into “enemy ter- 
ritory” to invite folk to true worship. Mock- 
ery and scorn greeted the invitation for the 
most part, although there were some who 
were impressed and responded by coming to 
worship at Jerusalem. 

With the fall of Samaria in the north, 
and the captivity of Israel by the Assyrian 
army, Hezekiah had grave cause to fear for 
his own kingdom for surely the Assyrian 
host would not stop at Israel. Consequently, 
when word reached the king that Sennach- 
erib was advancing against Judah and Jeru- 
salem, Hezekiah offered to pay the Assyrian 
king a ransom—anything to keep his king- 
dom from being overthrown (2 Ki. 18:13- 
16). In order to pay this sum, Hezekiah had 
to empty God’s house, even to the peeling 
of the gold plating from the doors of the 
Temple. This indicated something of his 
reliance on man’s power instead of God. 
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of modern times were typified by ‘these 
“captains of war” who counseled the people 
with the necessary psychol to quiet 
them and allay their greatest fears (vv. 7, 


8). The assurance that was given to the. 


people was well-founded; with the heathen 
host was the “arm of the flesh”; but the 
Lord was on the side of the people of 
Judah. 


2 a This is a rather condens- 

9-19 ed version of 2 Kings 18: 
17 ff., which presents the account of the 
psychological warfare which was waged by 
the Assyrians. We must not think of our 
modern-day psychological approach—drop- 
ping leaflets, Radio Free Europe, the Voice 
of America, etc.—as particularly up-to-date; 
the Assyrians used it back in the days of 
Hezekiah. Here was Sennacherib’s attempt 
to persuade the people to turn from their 
king and ally themselves with the Assyrians. 
He appealed to their physical natures— 
hunger and thirst—(v. 11); their religious 
natures—urging them to demand the return 
of heathen worship— (v. 12); and fear based 
on history (v. 13). This harrangue was all 
delivered by the Assyrian intelligence officers 
who spoke Hebrew (v. 18), to create doubt 
and uncertainty in their minds. 


2 CHRONICLES These events drove Heze- 
32:20, 21 kiah and Isaiah to their 
knees in earnest prayer that the Lord would 
undertake for them and bring about a vic- 
tory over this blasphemous character and 
his armies. The text (v. 20) would seem to 
indicate a fervent outcry to the Lord, with 
so much at stake. Their prayer was heard 
and answered; the brief account of v. 21 is 
expanded upon in 2 Kings 19:35, 36 which, 
because of translation, has a rather amusing 
note: “. . . when they arose . . . they 
were all dead corpses.” Not all were anni- 
hilated, of course, as our text confirms; 
some returned to their own land but left 
behind them a great number, probably 
smitten by some sort of plague. Some think 
that the lack of water supply forced the 
soldiers to take impure water which caused 
the plague or epidemic among them. We 
may not know whether the Lord used nat- 
ural or supernatural means to work His 
miracle; the timing was the crucial point. 
Once more, the effectual, fervent prayer of 
the righteous had availed. 


2 CHRONICLES The whole question of 
32:24-26 Hezekiah’s illness is relat- 
ed in more detail in 2 Kings 20:1-11 for 
those who wish to make a study of it at 
this point. We comment briefly. The proph- 
et Isaiah was sent by God to announce to 
Hezekiah that his death was imminent. 
This must have been a most unpleasant 
task for the prophet, but he was faithful 
to his responsibility. The message was: “Set 
thy house in order; thou shalt die and not 
live.” The decree delivered, Isaiah turned 
and went out assuming that his ministry in 
this regard was finished. But, before he 
reached the outer section of the palace, the 
Lord spoke again: “Return to Hezekiah; 
tell him I have heard his prayer and will 
heal him.” This poses the question: can 
God change His mind? If so, does that not 
mean there is uncertainty and vascillation 
with the One who is supposed to have no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning (Jas. 
1:17)? Is it not, rather, that God had al- 
ready determined to prolong Hezekiah’s life 
and presented the decree of his illness only 
as a test of the king’s loyalty? Did He not 
know in advance what the response of 
Hezekiah would be: a contrite heart, re- 
pentant over the pride which may have 
entered in? May this whole matter not have 
been a gentle urging on the part of God, 
that Hezekiah might return to the place of 
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close fellowship with the Lord which had 
- been temporarily dimmed by pride and ar- 
rogance? 

The sign given to the king involved not 
a sundial, but a flight of steps leading to 
the second story of a house quite possibly 
seen from the king’s window (see RSV on 
2 Ki. 20:9, 10). As the sun cast its rays 
against an object, casting a shadow on the 
flight of steps, the shadow moved, step-by- 
step with the movement of the earth. The 
sign the king requested was for the shadow 
to move back instead of :forward—a natural 
impossibility. But our God is not bound by 
nature since He is its creator. 


2 CHRONICLES Finally, when Merodach- 
32:31 Baladan, the Babylonian 
king, sent espionage agents to ferret out 
the wealth of Judah, Hezekiah showed his 
folly by letting them see all of the wealth 
of his kingdom (2 Ki. 20:12-19), and 
brought upon himself a stinging rebuke 
from Isaiah. How modern these ancient 
events appear with their intrigue, mystery, 
human interest, and faith! And what lessons 
we may learn to be alert for the leading of 
the Lord in all of the activities of life. 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not unto thine own understanding 
..” (Prov. 3:5) 


JUNE 5, 1955 


Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance 
2 Chronicles 33 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 33:9-20 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 143 


DATES AND The events of our lesson 
SETTINGS took. place during the 
régime of Manasseh who had the longest 
reign of any of the kings of either Judah 
or Israel—55 years. The dates are c. 693- 
639 B.C. He began his reign at twelve years 
of age. The geographical location is Jeru- 
salem and the immediately surrounding 
area, with the exception of a brief mention 
of Babylon to which Manasseh was carried 
for a brief period. 


INTRODUCTION Manasseh has been spoken 

of as the most wicked king 
of all of the history of Judah, and not 
without reason. The references in both 2 
Kings and 2 Chronicles offer us a picture 
of a man who was determined to establish 
a syncretism or union of religious beliefs 
of the time. To that end, we discover that 
he welcomed Baalism back into his kingdom 
with its corresponding immoral worship of 
Astarte on the Bamoth or “high places.” 
This “worship” involved all manner of 
legalized vice, sacred (?) prostitution, etc., 
and was always instrumental in demoraliz- 
ing a people. But Manasseh went further 
than this; he instituted Molech worship 
which included the scarificing of children 
to the god Molech by throwing them, or 
forcing them to walk into a furnace of fire. 
We also read that this king of Judah wor- 
shiped the host of heaven—i.e., the sun, 
moon, stars, planets, and natural forces 
such as rain, hail, snow, wind, etc. This 
polytheistic religious cultism was, obviously, 
contrary to the worship of the true God. 
Further, we find that Manasseh established 
spiritism as a dominant force (“familiar 
spirits”); this is another way of saying 
“demonism” for the supposed contact with 
departed souls is today, and always has 
been, one of two things: (1) fraudulent; or 
(2) demonism. Manasseh is also credited— 
or, should we say “dis-credited”—by Rab- 
binical tradition, with having executed Is- 
aiah by sawing him in half. The listing, in 
2 Chronicles 33:2-9 and 2 Kings 21:2-9, is 
hardly conducive to the worship of the 
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Lord God. There is little wonder that Man- 
asseh has been styled the most wicked king, 
and undoubtedly his evil deeds were eat 
least partially responsible for the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem some years later. We 
might almost say that this was “the begin- 
ning of the end.” 

It has been a matter of much discussion 
and debate how the Lord could permit such 
a wicked king to continue on the throne 
for such a long period of time. In the first 
place, let us keep in mind that it is not 
our business to “psycho-analyze” God or to 

robe into the reasons or purposes He has 
or the things He does. It is not always 
possible for us to be able to say “God does 
thus and so because of this; He does some- 
thing else for another reason.” There are 
times when God simply does not tell us 
what His reasons are for His actions. And 
this was one of those occasions. But second- 
ly, let us keep in mind that Manasseh, al- 
though wicked and corrupt at the outset of 
his reign, seems to have had a change of 
heart when God sent him to Babylon as we 
shall see in the course of this study. Pos- 
sibly this, as in the case of Hezekiah whose 
life, after being humbled by God, was 
lengthened by fifteen years, may be the rea- 
son for the extended régime of Manasseh. 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES In this section, we find 
33:1-9 the record of the vices of 
the evil king and his brazen actions in de- 
fying God. It appears peculiar that such a 
wicked king should be the son of so godly 
a man as Hezekiah. Psychologically, there 
may be an explanation for it is a known 
fact that if children are forced to do things 
in their youth which they do not like and 
against which they strongly rebel, they may 
be obliged to submit while young and un- 
der parental domination. However, when 
they come of age and can make their own 
decisions, they will often. give way to the 
pent up rebellion and defiantly turn in ex- 
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actly the opposite direction. For instance, a 
young wey who has been forced against 
his will to attend church and Sunday 
school and has had “religion poured down 
his throat” against his will throughout his 
youth, may rebel forcefully against all re- 
ligious principles when he becomes a man 
and can direct his own steps independent 
of parental discipline. This has happened 
in case after case. We may not know if 
Hezekiah so compelled his son Manasseh 
during his early boyhood up to twelve years 
of age, but it may be that the boy had 
seen enough of religion—and especially 
some of the hypocrisy of “political religion” 
—that he was sufficiently sickened by it and 
determined in life to have nothing-to do 
with the things of the Lord. This is only 

lation, I point out; but it is a pos- 
sibility which may not be overlooked and 
may explain Manasseh’s complete deviation 
from his father’s religious scruples. 


It appears that the young king went out 
of his way to demonstrate his open hatred 
for the religion of his father by instituting 
this religious syncretism. And, it would also 
appear that he found sufficient codperation 
on the part of the populace to justify his 
continuance in rebellion against his father’s 
established religion. When we read of his 
“serving” the host of heaven and the other 
deities, we must bear in mind that these 
were established religions of surrounding 
pagan peoples. He did not just look up at 
the moon and say, “What a wonderful 
deity that would make; I must worship it!” 
Instead it was the submission to an elabor- 
ate code of ritual with prescribed acts of 
devotion—often immoral in character— 
formulated by the adherents of these relig- 
ious systems. A tragic commentary is found 
in verse 9 where we read that Manasseh 
caused the people who were his subjects 
to “do worse than the heathen whom the 
Lord had destroyed before the children of 
Israel.” Many, times, throughout the his- 
tory of the Israelites, God had enabled 
them to overcome and destroy whole na- 
tions and armies of heathen groups of the 
area on the basis of their corruption and 
immorality; and now, one of the kings of 
this great people was leading his subjects 
into conditions that were more vile than 
any of the nations thus far destroyed. 


2 CHRONICLES ‘There is a record in these 
33:10-13 verses which is absent 
from the parallel passage in 2 Kings, but 
which tells of a change of heart in this 
corrupt monarch. It is an old story: the 
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wicked, when afflicted by the hand of God, 
often turn from their wicked ways and find 
the true my of life. How many times this 
happens in the lives of multitudes of people. 
The rebellious child of a godly couple 
seemingly shows no interest in the things 
of the Lord, even though he may have an 
outward facade of decency; then, suddenly, 
in God’s own time and way, he is brought 
up short and converted. Notice, it does not 
always work this way; yet God is faithful 
and will honor the faith of the godly, be- 
lieving parents in marvelous ways. When 
His people go astray, it is often necessary 
for God to bring serious consequences into 
their lives—sickness, suffering, hardship, per- 
haps even the death of a loved one—in or- 
der to bring them back to Himself; but our 
God knows what He is doing and He never 
makes a mistake! How much more pleasant, 
however, it would be for the children of 
God if they would learn to listen to His 
voice and leading, instead of going willfully 
in their own way and having to be brought 
back through pain and shame. In the case 
of Manasseh, God had to send him to Baby- 
lon as a captive in chains for a period to 
teach him a lesson before he would humble 
himself and be willing to go the Lord’s way. 


2 CHRONICLES Whether out of a sense of 
33:14-20 fear, or shame, or compul- 
sion, or whether through genuine change of 
heart, Manasseh began a revival in his king- 
dom which included the putting away of 
the idols and false gods, the repairing of 
the altars of the Lord and the restoration 
of sacrificial worship of the Lord. It is quite 
possibly this which made possible his long 
reign, having been forgiven of the Lord. An 
interesting study for some student of the 
Word to make at this point, would be the 
investigation of the evidences of a change 
of heart which have come to the Biblical 
characters of Old and New Testaments; 
how, when the Lord became real to them, 
their outlook on life changed along with 
habits and actions. Such a study might be 
extended to include contemporaries as well 
who have experienced conversion at the 
hand of the Lord. Perhaps the teacher 
might care to relate some of these to the 
class at this point. 

There is an interesting note on verse 19 
of the text. The King James Version states: 
“. . . behold, they are written among the 
sayings of the seers.” The Hebrew is cap- 
able of being translated “. . . the sayings 
of Hozai.” Perhaps this may be another of 
the “lost books” mentioned here and there 
in Scripture e.g., Book of the Wars of the 
Lord (Num. 21:14); Book of Jasher (Josh. 
10:13); Nathan the Prophet (1 Chron. 
29:29); Gad the Seer (1 Chron. 29:29); 
Prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite (2 Chron. 
9:29); Visions of Iddo the Seer (2 Chron. 
9:29). 


JUNE 12, 1955 


Young King Josiah 
2 Chronicles 34; Nahum 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 34:1-12a 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:9-16 


DATES AND The period covered by the 
SETTINGS lesson is the first part of 
the reign of young King Josiah, the ener- 
getic reformer who turned his nation up- 
side-down and inside-out, that they might 
get right with the Lord. Josiah, sixteenth 
monarch of the southern kingdom, reigned 
from c. 638-608 B.C. The events took place, 
for the most part, in and around the prin- 
cipal city of Judah, Jerusalem; although 
there was a journey to the northern king- 
dom as well. 
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INTRODUCTION Certainly the student of 
these lessons has become 


' aware by this time that these ancient people 


were like sheep led along by their kings, ap- 
parently without any minds of their own. 
When a king came into power who looked 
favorably upon the idols and groves, the 
populace applauded the action and served 
these deities. Should another monarch have 
a strong desire to serve the true God, his 
people seemed ready to go along with him. 
And as people were then, so are they today; 
man has not changed basically. 


One of the interesting factors to keep in 
mind in a study of King Josiah is that, some 
274 years before his time, an unnamed 
prophet was sent from God to denounce the 
wickedness of an Israelite king, Jeroboam I. 
And, in his denunciatory remarks, this man 
of God predicted that because of Jero- 
boam’s wickedness, his kingdom would be 
taken from him and that another king 
would come to clean up the moral mess left 
by the idolatrous ruler. The interesting fact 
is that the prophet named the successor- 
king. The prediction is found in 1 Kings 
13:2—“O altar, altar, thus says the Lord: 
Behold a son shall be born to the house of 
David, Josiah by name; he shall sacrifice 
upon you the priests of the high places. . .” 
There is a great deal of change included in 
those words. They foretold the extinction of 
the northern kingdom; they prophesied that 
Josiah would be born, would come to the 
throne, and would be a reformer. Years 
went by and probably everyone but a few 
forgot the words of the man of God. Yet, 
in God’s own time, Israel was taken cap- 
tive; and again, in God’s own time,-a 
youthful monarch, Josiah, came to Judah’s 
throne as reformer. How marvelous are the 
ways: of God! 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES Verse 3 tells us something 
34:1-7 of the early start that the 
young king had in the things of the Lord. 
We might say this was akin to his conver- 
sion experience: “he began to seek the God 
of David .. .” while he was only sixteen 
years of age. Then, during the interim until 
he was twenty, he probably walked closely 
with the Lord and received from Him the 
recognition of what was required of him in 
the way of a purge and reformation. For 
when he turned twenty (v. 3), the twelfth 
year of his reign, he began to rid his coun- 
try of its corruption: the Bamoth, Asherim, 
and idols. Verse 5 might be taken two ways: 
(1) Josiah either put the idolatrous priests 
to death and burned their bodies on the 
altars; or (2) he exhumed the bodies of 
former priests and burned their remains. 
This policy of emptying the land of its 
idolatry was carried on throughout the en- 
tire domain, and included the outlying dis- 
tricts of what was formerly called Israel as 
well. The young king did a thorough piece 
of work; he was determined that the whole 
land should be cleared of its corruption. 


2 CHRONICLES When Josiah was twenty- 
34:8-13 six years old, after having 
put away the sin from the land, he felt the 
next task would be to repair the Temple 
which had again fallen somewhat into disuse 
since Manasseh’s brief revival. Once more, 
we sense something of the efficiency of the 
ruler in arranging for the rebuilding of the 


.Temple’s broken down areas. 


2 CHRONICLES There is an interesting 
34:14-21 side-light which can be 
observed if verse 14 is read carefully. It was 
when the money had been put aside that 
the book of the Law was hoce vered. Ap- 
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parently, during the régimes of previous 
kings, material wealth had overshadowed 
the things of the Lord to the extent that 
the book of the Law was hidden. How often 
that same thing is true in our own day; 
how often the things of the world in which 
we take delight take precedence over the 
Word of God. It is only when we, like 
Josiah, put away those areas of our lives 
which have hidden the Word that, in all of 
its beauty and significance, it comes to the 
surface ready, as always, to point out the 
inconsistencies of our lives. 


It seems almost ironical to read the ex- 
clamation of Hilkiah the priest as he dis- 
covered the Scriptures. It is as if this were 
the last thing he would expect to find in 
the house of God. We can almost sense this 
attitude as we read: “I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the Lord!” We 
might be tempted to ask: where else would 
you expect to find it? And yet, if we draw 
an analogy at this point, we might say that 
it is too sadly true that in many of our 
modern-day churches it is a rarity to find 
the Word in the Lord’s house. Everything 
else has been substituted for it in a con- 
temporary, highly-complex program geared 
to the fast living of American civilization. 
Yet, how glad one should be when he can 
cry, as did Hilkiah, “I have found the book 

. in the house of the Lord!” 

The genuineness of Josiah’s convictions 
and “conversion” are obvious in his action 
when the Law was read to him. He tore 
his clothes, and this was no idle gesture or 
hypocritical display of piety. The Spirit of 
God brought home strongly to the king’s 
heart the severe condemnation the Law 
brought to his people because of their per- 
sistent idolatry. And the ruler did the only 
sensible thing: he had received light from 
the Law, but he needed more understand- 
ing. Therefore, he summoned a spokesman 
for God to expound the truth more effec- 
tively. “ 


2 CHRONICLES The “college” Huldah the 
34:22-28 prophetess lived in was 
not a school; the word mishneh suggests the 
“second part” (or “second quarter” as the 
RSV renders it), and probably refers to the 
lower portion of the city of Jerusalem. 
When Huldah responded to the request for 
further information, she had a message from 
the Lord to the king and his people. Judg- 
ment was in the wind; God was going to 
severely judge the nation of Judah for their 
sin, although the punishment would be 
held off during Josiah’s lifetime since he 
had truly had a penitent heart. It might be 
pointed out right here that we little realize 
sometimes how vast is the influence and 
effectiveness of godly people or even a godly 
man. Recall how God was willing to spare 
Sodom if but fifty, forty-five, forty, thirty, 
twenty, or even ten righteous, godly people 
could be found in its confines. Then too, 
when the Lord was angry with the Israelites 
and appeared about ready to annihilate 
them, Moses the righteous servant of the 
Lord, stood in the gap, pleaded for them, 
and won the day. Similarly, the presence of 
Josiah, a godly ruler, held back the judg- 
ment of the Lord. Can we not sense some- 
thing of the importance of the true Church 
of Jesus Christ on earth? We who are in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit are a restraining 
force against the on-rushing evil of this 
world which shall one day culminate in a 
person whom the Bible speaks of as the 
Man of Sin or the Antichrist. Paul, in 2 
Thessalonians 2 tells us that the Holy Spirit 
is the restraining power as He dwells in 
us to retard the world’s evil. ““The mystery 
of lawlessness is already at work; on ya he 
who now restrains will continue to so 





until he be taken out of the way...” (2 


“ Thes. 2:7): So, we may consider our 


on earth as something of a retarder of still 
further lawlessness. 


2 CHRONICLES This last part of our study 
34:29-33 portrays the loyal king’ 
standing before his pore and making a 
covenant with the Lord. We can picture. 
the populace acknowledging with insincere 
hearts their willingness to serve the Lord. 
It was political expediency to do so; like 
king, like people. That there was no change 
of heart concerned, is noticeable by the ap- 
parent willing submission to evil once more 
when Josiah was dead. We are reminded of 
the workings of some of the so-called “Chris- 
tian” monarches who, from the fifth cen- 
tury onward, “embraced Christianity” and 

uired their whole dominion to capitulate 
as well. Thus, supposedly, whole nations 
were “converted” to Jesus Christ. This was 
never so, for salvation is an individual mat- 
ter and not national. So, Josiah’s subjects 
thought it wise to follow their king’s re- 
ligious idiocyncrasies, though there was no 
real- alteration in their basic spiritual con- 
dition. 

In spite of these weaknesses of his reign, 
the youthful king must be admired for his 
courage and faithfulness to the Lord. Other 
kings had been reformers of sorts, but 
— reign was thoroughly dedicated to 

ringing the Lord back into the center of 
activities in the kingdom. As such a re- 
former, Josiah might well serve as an en- 
couragement and example to those who 
today seek to take a firm stand for Christ 
in spite of obstacles. 
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RALPH L. KEIPER Book Review Editor 


The Christian’s Basic 
Library 


By Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


Every Christian ought to have a lib- 
rary of Christian books! All too often, 
it is assumed that only ministers and 
theological students need such reference 
books; this simply is not so! Without any 
doubt, every believer should be a stu- 
dent of the Word, and the student needs 
helpful tools that will enable him to do 
his work more effectively. It stands to 
reason that the layman will not need the 
quantity nor quality of books which oc- 
cupy the time of teacher or preacher; 
but there is such a thing as a “basic 
library” which, wherever possible, should 
be owned by every child of God who 
really wants to derive the fullest benefit 
from his study of the Scriptures. 


The next question naturally is: what 
books would go to make up such a li- 
brary? It is very easy to purchase a lot of 
“literary junk”—even in the Biblical 
field. Since the Lord’s money is at stake, 
the Christian must be very careful in his 
choice of books, endeavoring to secure 
only those volumes which will give long 
years of service; books that you will not 
ever fully outgrow. It is our purpose to 
suggest such a basic library this month. 
The suggestions are those of the writer; 
books which he has found most helpful 
and recommends most highly. Under- 
stand, to these may be added individual 
commentaries on various Bible books, 
and devotional or study works of many 
other types. These-are only presented as 
a nucleus though, we feel, a very im- 
portant nucleus. All books may be se- 
cured through Erernrry Book Service. 

First on the list would be a top-rate 
concordance, and the writer recommends 
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance as best 
in the field, though others prefer Young’s 
or Cruden’s. Then, a close second would 
be an up-to-date Bible dictionary. Harp- 
er’s has the latest in archaeological data, 
though its theological position is not the 
best and it must be used discerningly. 
Westminster Dictionary or Davis Bible 
Dictionary are also good. A one-volume 
commentary which is meeting a real need 
is the New Bible Commentary (David- 
son); this is for persons who do not want 
the expense of an individual commen- 
tary for each book of the Bible. 

In order to gain valuable background 
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material for Bible study, a good intro- 
duction to both Old and New Testa- 
ments (one for each) would be required. 
We suggest Young or Unger for the Old 
Testament; Thiessen or Cartledge for 
the New. J. McKee Adams’ volume, 
Biblical Backgrounds, serves as an excel- 
lent help in filling in on geographical 
and cultural material associated with the 
Bible message. And, in this line, a very 
important tool is an up-to-date Bible 
history covering the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Unfortunately, there is no con- 
cise, modern work adequately dealing 
with this phase, but Edersheim’s classic 
works, Bible History (2 volumes) and 
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah (2 
volumes) though old, are still standards. 

Probably one of the best ways to get 
the essence of the message of the Bible 
from the reading of the text (assuming 
no knowledge of the original languages) 
is to have as many of the modern trans- 
lations of the Old and New Testaments 
as possible; there are a number of these 
—good, bad, and indifferent—all offering 
some helpful light. Two further sugges- 
tions will complete this basic list. A good 
history of the Christian Church will 
prove invaluable in tracing the current 
of Christianity. Earle Cairns’ Christianity 
through the Centuries or F. F. Bruce’s 
The Spreading Flame are highly recom- 
mended. And finally, J. K. Van Baalen’s 
Chaos of the Cults is still a “must” for 
those who would understand the isms 
and cults which mushroom about us. 

‘It has been said, “Your spiritual 
growth is shown by your reading”; how 
true this is!) We might even add that 
your spiritual usefulness in interpreting 
the Word for yourself and others will be 
greatly increased by having as many as 
possible of these suggested basic volumes 
available for your use. We will be glad 
to offer any suggestions or advice on 
books to our readers at any time. 


Missionary Health Manual. Paul E. 
= M.D. Moody Press. 140 pp. 
1.25. 

This intensely practical handbook of 
health and first aid for foreign missionaries 
is a provocative reminder that the mission 
field and p tion therfore are not 
merely “spiritual.” Dr. Adolph, well quali- 
fied to because of his training and 
long experience as a medical missionary 





in China, “endeavors to give concise and 
up-to-date medical information in handy 
form to be utilized for reference, particu- 
larly when and where there is no ready ac- 
cess to a doctor.” 

There are nine chapters dealing with 
immunization and prophylaxis, sanitation 
methods, brief descriptions, and basic treat- 
ment of the usual diseases encountered on 
the field and indigenous to particular coun- 
tries, first aid for accidents and injuries, 
maternity care, useful drug information, and 
a basic list of suggested drugs and medical 
books for the missionary. In particular is 
a down-to-earth discussion of physical, men- 
tal, and spiritual hygiene with frank re- 
marks about the monotony, isolation, frus- 
tration, and interpersonal friction in mis- 
sionary life. The author is careful to re- 
peatedly caution the reader against self- 
diagnosis, the inherent dangers in many 
drugs, and self-medication except where 
professional medical care is not readily or 
promptly available. 

Improvements in transportation (helicop- 
ter) and communication (shortwave radio) 
would somewhat lessen the need for this 
manual; nevertheless, every foreign mis- 
sionary should and frequently refer 
to it. Unfortunately there are some who, 
reading it at the outset of their training, 
would close both book and training with 
a sigh of regret. 

WituiAM H. WHITELEY 
The Practical Epistle of James. Frank E. 

Gaebelein. Doniger and Raughley. 127 

pp- $1.50. 

For some time, there were no worthwhile 
contemporary commentaries on the little 
epistle of James. But now several really 

works are available. Dr. Frank Gaebe- 
lein’s latest book is another worthy to add 
to the list. These are not casually written 
messages on the epistle, but have already 
stood the test of time. The author has de- 
livered the substance of the expositions in 
America and abroad; portions of them 
have been published under the title of 
L’Epitre de Jacques, and serialized in Our 
Hope magazine as well. In each case, they 
have been favorably received and are now 
set forth in an English language volume. 

While not exhaustive as a commentary, 
the book does present a careful study of 
the essential issues put forth in the five- 
chapter letter. Well-chosen and applied il- 
lustrations illuminate the practical points 

ealt with, and the chapter divisions are 
so capably handled that the reader will 
have moved far into the volume before he 
will want to lay it aside for awhile. Dr. 
Gaebelein has~the ability of gaining and 
holding the attention and interest of his 
readers; his books all demonstrate this and 
The Practical Epistle of James is no ex- 
ception. 


The Household of God. Lesslie Newbigin. 
Friendship Press. 177 pp. $2.75. 
The author was born and educated in 


- England. He received his theological train- 


ing at Westminister College and was or- 
dained by the Church of Scotland, going to 
Madras as a missionary. When the churches 
of the Reformed, Congregational, Metho- 
dist, and Anglican communions were unit- 
ed in the Church of South India, he was 
elected one of its bishops. He was invited, 
in November of 1952, to give the Kerr 
Lectures in Trinity College, Glasgow. This 
volume presents the lectures given on that 
occasion. 

The nature of the church in relation to 
the present ecumenical debate is the theme 
of the book. The author does not “attempt 
to deal with the doctrines of the ministry 
and the sacraments or of the standard of 
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faith.” His desire is to make a contribu- 
question “By what is the 
church constituted?” He begins by sketch- 
ing the context of the discussion and point- 
ing to the Biblical meaning of the term 
“Church.” Bishop Newbigin feels that our 
thinking concerning the visible church 
should not be in contradiction to the idea 
of the invisible church. He proposes three 
answers to the question of our embodiment 
in Christ. First, “that we are incorporated 
in Christ by hearing and believing the 
ospel”—the Protestant answer. Secondly, 
“by sacramental participation in the his- 
torically continuous church”—the Catholic 
answer. Thirdly, “we are incorporated by 
receiving and abiding in the Holy Spirit”— 

the Pentecostal answer. 
Warren H. ScHUH 


The Woman of Tekoah. Clarence E. Ma- 
cartney. Abingdon Press. 160 pp. $2.00. 
Dr. Macartney has become well known as 

a powerful Biblical preacher. His most re- 

cent book of sermons on Bible characters 

gives abundant evidence of his ability to 
present Scriptural truth through biographi- 
cal studies. 

The volume begins with a message de- 
rived from the study of a rather obscure 
character, the Woman of Tekoah, who was 
sent to David to plead for the return of 
his son Absalom. The story provides some 
beautiful applications to salvation truth. 
The messages that follow are taken from 
the lives of the wicked and the righteous 
as recorded in the Word. In presenting the 
exciting events in the history of these fig- 
ures, the author shows something of that 
which caused some to fall and still others 
to triumph through obedience and faith. 


Warren H. ScHUH 
Voices of the Passion. O. P. Kretzmann and 

A. C. Oldsen. Augsburg. 127 pp. $2.00. 

This book is described as a series of 
“meditations for the Lenten and Easter 
season,” but their truths are .so practical 
and timely that they will be appropriate 
for any season of the year. The meditations 
are written as if being spoken by the Bib- 
lical characters themselves, looking down 
through time and commenting on our age 
and their actions. It is startling to read the 
suggested words of Judas as he re-examines 
his motives and points out some of our 
inconsistencies today. The reader will be 
greatly impressed by the rendering of Si- 
mon who carried Christ’s cross, and will 
see himself in Simon’s place. 

The authors of these monologues are to 
be highly commended for the fresh ap- 
proach to the age-old theme they have cho- 
sen. Then, following the human voices, the 
book concludes with the seven words of 
our Lord from the cross—brief meditations 
of stirring quality. 

Without question, this is a book that 
will enrich the Lenten season, or any sea- 
son, for the reader who listens to these 
voices of the passion. 

HLH. 
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The perfect Bible 
for students 


OXFORD’S 
Pilgrim 


BIBLE 





















T=: Authorized King James 
Bible, wi study helps 
prepared by Dr. E. Schuyler Eng- 
lish and thirty-seven distinguished 
Bible scholars, offers the beginning 


Bible student clear, easily compre- :- 


hensible notes, explanations, and 
references, presented as footnotes 
on the same page as the text to 
which they refer. Printed in large, 
clear type, the Pilgrim Bible also 
contains introductions, chapter 
headings, summaries of the Old 
and New Testaments, a comprehen- 
sive index, maps, illustrations, and 
brief articles on how the Bible was 
written and how it came down to 
us in English. 


THE PILGRIM BIBLE 
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20 Blue Cloth, square corners, dust 
jacket. $5.00 
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23x As P21, Oxford India paper oe 

tion, 1%” thick. $12.5 
29x Morocco, hand grained, half o% 
cuit, leather lined, round corners, 
red ‘ander gold edges, black. Also 
blue or red, gold edges. Oxford 

India paper edition, 14%” thick 
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~ by Tolbert R. Ingram 
Accurate descriptions bring to life again 
the larger Bible story of Naaman, intro- 
ducing you to: 


Naaman—valiant captain of Syria’s host. 
but a leper. 
Ben-hadad—an avaricious, scheming King 


Previewers say this book will capture and 
hold your interest from start to finish. 
$3.00 


Broadman Press, Nashville 
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The Untold Story of MacArthur. 
Frazier Hunt. The Devon-Adair Co. 
533 pp. $5.00. 

In this biography is recounted the fasci- 
nating career of one of America’s greatest 
generals. The key to his life, as portrayed 
by Frazier Hunt, has been his “impassioned 
love of country.” This all-absorbing patriot- 
ism made him sacrifice personal interests, 
social life, and friendship to such an extent 
that “it was difficult for them (friends) to 
understand how fully he had consecrated 
his mind and heart to his country’s serv- 
ice” (p. 179). 

The author is at his best as a journalist, 
narrating the story of MacArthur’s life. 
When he stops reporting and begins inter- 
preting, it is more difficult to follow him. 
‘There is an obvious bias which has led to 
some unfair interpretations of national fig- 
ures and issues. 

Readers seeking information about the 
religious life of General MacArthur will 
be disappointed. The author notes only 
that while the general was Superintendent 
at West Point, “the chaplain’s only concern 
regarding the superintendent was that he 
never attended chapel” (p. 104). He adds 
that “it was evident that MacArthur pos- 
sessed a deep pool of religious mysticism.” 

NorMAN H. MARING 

The Voice from the Cross. Andrew W. 
Blackwood. Baker Book House. 71 pp. 
$1.50. 

Sermons on the seven words from the 


cross. 

God’s Seven Abominations. Dr. W. B. Riley 
and Dr. Robert G. Lee. Van Kampen 
Press. 80 pp. $1.00. 
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King Ever Glorious. Paul W. Streufert. Con- 
cordia Publishing House. 112 pp. $1.50. 
The story of Holy Week. 

The Burden Is Light. Eugenia Price. Rev- 
ell. 221 pp. $2.50. 

The story of a transformed pagan who 
is Eugenia Price herself, a young radio 
script writer who took God at His Word. 
Brands from the Burning. Millard A. Jen- 

kins. Broadman Press. 114 pp. $1.50. 

Forty stirring experiences from the auth- 
or’s career as a great evangelist. 
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columns, as well as other books, 


can be purchased through Eternity 
Book p ar 1716 cag St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











unchecked.” 








Whoever starts to read this story of the JUNGLE DOCTOR 
is not likely to put the book down until he has read the last word! 


“Gently I pulled the unbleached calico sheet over the 
little chap’s head. I groaned! To think this had been 
going on for years, and I had been sitting complacently 
at home. But now I could do nothing more about it. I 
was the unfortunate in the front line who had to watch 
suffering and death stalk through the land almost 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 14) 


to share his deepest convictions with all 
who care to listen and observe. 


TRANSFER IN INDIA 
In line with the above principles the 


Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church (U.S.A.) has recently 
voted the transfer of the titles to all 
property held’ in Northern India to 
“properly constituted and approved” na- 
tive trust associations in India. The 
board also approved a plan drawn up 
last November at Nasrapur by the 
Western India Mission, which it has 
maintained since 1872, calling for the 
mission to turn over all its “rights, duties 
and responsibilities” to the Kolhapur 
Church Council, provincial division of 
the United Church of Northern India. 
There will be those who will criticize 
this action but they are ignorant of 
conditions in India if they do. It is ten 
thousand times better to do it this way 
than to have it happen as it has in 
China. The American missions have lost 
all their properties in China—but they 
have lost them to the Communists. In 
the future the Presbyterian missionaries 
will lose their title of “missionaries” and 
be called “fraternal workers.” All this is 
in line with the tremendous resurgence 
of nationalism throughout the world 
and mission societies must be prepared 
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for this same development in every field 
in the world, even the most backward. 


FORMER PRIESTS NOW PASTORS 

Little publicity is given to the great 
numbers of Roman Catholics who be- 
come Protestants each year. This num- 
ber runs into the tens of thousands and 
is far greater than the numbers of Pro- 
testants who have been perverted to 
Rome. The significance of the movement 
was highlighted recently in Philadelphia 
when six former Roman Catholic priests 
participated in a service in the Gaston 
Presbyterian Church. Under the sponsor- 
ship of the Protestant-Catholic Informa- 
tion Center, directed by the Rev. J. A. 
Fernandez, S. T. D., formerly Dominican 
priest, the meeting brought together men 
who are quietly and actively working in 
their new churches. Among those on the 
program were the following: The Rev. 
Chris Di Pietro, Th. D., formerly a 
secular priest of Rome, now pastor of 
the Manayunk Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia; the Rev. Reginaldo Barto- 
lini, Ph. D., formerly Dominican priest, 
now pastor of the First Italian Presby- 
terian Church, Chester, Pa.; the Rev. 
Nicholas Wesselenyi, formerly Franciscan 
priest, now pastor of the First Magyr 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; the 
Rev. Andrew Sommese, S.T.M., formerly 
Augustinian priest, now pastor of the St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Philadelphia; 
and the Rev. Samuel Ruiz, Ph. D., for- 
merly secular priest, and assistant to the 
hierarchy in Colombia, now with Inter- 
national Students, Inc. 

‘ 


ROME AND COMMUNISM 
In view of the wide-spread circulation 


of attacks against President John A. 
Mackay of Princeton, on the false 
grounds that he had made favorable 
statements about the Roman Catholic 
Church, it is interesting to note the 
publicity given in Canada to Dr. Mac- 
kay’s recent vigorous statements against 
the Roman church. Speaking in Ottawa, 
Canada, Dr. Mackay stated that Latin 
countries where the Roman Catholic 
Church has been predominant have been 
“breeding grounds for Communism.” Dr. 
Mackay said he disagreed with a recent 
statement by Vice-President Richard N. 
Nixon that the Catholic church is “one 
of the major bulwarks against Commun- 
ism and totalitarian ideas.” “At the risk 
ol being termed a bigot,” Dr. Mackay 
said, “I am compelled sorrowfully to say 
that the exact opposite is true.” Dr. 
Mackay further stated: “Two decades 
ago the Roman Catholic Church made 
concordats with the totalitarian rulers of 
Italy and Germany, Benito Mussolini 
and Adolf Hitler. Today the Roman 
Catholic Church has a concordat with, 
and is the chief supporter of, Francisco 
Franco, the totalitarian ruler of Spain 
and the most hated man in Spanish his- 


tory. 
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“| THINK QUITE A BIT ABOUT CHRIST 
THE MESSIAH" 
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more thoroughly and speak 
more positively. 


The author, acutely 
aware of the necessity 
for harmony between 
science and scripture, 
says evangelicals have 
lost battles with sci- 
ence because they have 
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a strip. Science can 
truly be shown to serve 
Christianity only when 
evangelicals ignore ap- 
parently damaging 
data and concentrate 
on the larger aspects. 
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“It is also a painful fact that those 
Latin countries where the Roman Cath- 
olic Church has been the predominant 
religious influence have been breeding 
grounds for communism. 

“On the one hand, it has promoted 
Communism; on the other hand, this 
attitude has exposed to being labelled as 
‘Communists’ men and women in the 
great stalwart promoters of spiritual free- 
dom and social justice.” 


DR. LUNDQUIST RETURNS TO RADIO 
Dr. Harold L. Lunquist, executive 


director of Chicago’s Evangelical \Wel- 
fare agency, has begun a new radio pro- 
gram called “Time for Questions” over 
radio station WAIT in Chicago. 

The program will feature questions 
regarding personal Christian conduct in 
the light of the Word of God. 


KING’S COLLEGE TO RELOCATE 
The search for a new campus on which 


to relocate The King’s College has end- 
ed, according to President Percy Craw- 
ford, with the purchase of a former 
Westchester, New York, resort hotel over- 
looking the Hudson River. The move 
will take place during the summer and 
sessions will begin on the new campus 
about 30 miles north of New York City 
in September. 

Negotiations for the sale of the pres- 
ent college property near Delaware 
City to the Tide Water Associated Oil 
Company were completed a few weeks 
ago, and Tide Water will take possession 
of the campus July 1. Tide Water plans 
to construct a $100,000,000 refinery in 
the heart of the former campus. 

(Continued on page 33) 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 32) 


The new site for the college which 
moved to Delaware City in 1942, four 
years after it was founded at Belmar, 
N. J., is the former Briarcliff Resort 
Hotel in Westchester County. It has 
been operated from 1927 as a junior 
college for girls. Death of the college 
{under forced its closing. 

NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK 

The National Sunday School Associa- 
tion will promote a National Family 
Week May | through 8. 

The emphasis of this week in keeping 
with the theme—“Every Parent is a 
Teacher” is first, to get the entire family 
into the Sunday school; and second, to 
help those families already in the church 
to have Bible reading and prayer to- 
gether as a family. 


DEVELOPMENTS IN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
has been fully accredited by the Amer- 
ican Association of Theological Schools 
. .. Washington Bible Institute has been 
granted a license by the District of 
Columbia Board of Education to confer 
the degree of bachelor of arts in biblical 
education . . . The Accrediting Associa- 
tion of Bible Institutes and Colleges has 
accredited the Detroit Bible Institute in 
the collegiate division . . . The Summer 
Institute of Linguistics, popularly known 
as Camp Wycliffe, will offer intensive 
linguistics courses in four places: Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma, University of North 
Dakota, Briercrest Bible Institute in 
Saskatchewan, and in London, England 
. . . Children of missionaries in Japan 
now have a school with an enrollment of 
115 in the town of Naka-Meguro, an 
hour’s ride from Tokyo. Known as the 
Christian Academy in Japan, the four- 
year old school is directed by Head- 
master Virgil Newbrander. Missionary 
parents make up the board of which 
Donald M. Hunter is president. 


_ INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 


search after the future is the underlying 
fact of the great event that took place 


on the plains of Shinar and which caus- 


ed the Lord God to intervene in a 
judgment 
tongues of men and instituted the curse 
of nationality. The tower of Babel was 
not a tower that men were attempting 
to build beyond the soaring heights of 
the surrounding hills; but as the origi- 
nal language shows, it was a ziggurat on 
whose top was a zodiac where the priests 
consulted the stars for their prognosti- 
cations, and where centered a cult of 
the sun and the moon and the stars. 

In the great judgment upon Babylon 
set forth in the prophecy of Isaiah, there 
is a resumé of the history of Israel with 
respect to their seeking knowledge of 
the future apart from God. We read: 
“Stand fast in your enchantments, and 
in your many sorceries, with which you 
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have labored from your youth; perhaps 
you may be able to succeed, perhaps you 
may inspire terror. You are wearied with 
your many counsels: let now the astro- 
logers, the star-gazers, the monthly prog- 
nosticators, stand up, and save you from 
the things that shall come upon you” 
(Isa. 47:12, 13). The key phrase is that 
they had labored at their sorceries from 
their youth. It was against these prac- 
tices that the Lord had warned Israel 
even before they had come into the land 
of promise. They had left the deviltries 
of Egypt, which were all bound up with 
the worship of the astrological gods, and 
were now going into Palestine, where 
they would have pagans round about 
them. But they were to take heed to 
themselves, the Lord told them through 
Moses, “lest you life up your eyes unto 
heaven, and when you see the sun and 
the moon and the stars, even all the 
host of heaven, you be drawn away and 
worship them” (Deut. 4:19). 


As the centuries passed the children 
of Israel became corrupted in precisely 
this thing. The Lord sent the. Assyrians 
to conquer them because they had at- 
tempted to know the future through 
the Satanic means that had been set up 
in all of the pagan nations. We read of 
the Assyrian invasion, “And this was so 
because the children of Israel had sinned 
against Jehovah their God . . . and the 
children of Israel did secretly things 
that were not right against Jehovah their 
God: and they built them high places 
in all their cities (i.e., towers with 
zodiacs for astrological prophecies con- 
cerning the future as at Babel) from the 
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tower of the watchman to the fortified 
city .. . and they worshipped all the host 
of heaven and served Baal” (2 Kings 
17). Throughout the latter years of the 
history of the children of Israel, the 
story is the same, told over and over. 
‘They built high places; they worshiped 
the host of Heaven. The Lord sent 
judgment upon them. 

The implication in any religious idea 
which seeks to gain knowledge of the 
future by means outside of the Word 
of God is that the divine revelation is 
not great enough for man. He deserves 
better of God than the narrow confines 
of such a limited book; therefore, man 
will seek out the knowledge of the future 
apart from God. The idea is an old one. 
Fat of this fruit, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing the end from the beginning. 

The history of man’s efforts to find out 
the future and the methods he has used 
in the search would fill many shelves of 
books. The literature of divination is 
not small. All of the sibyls, the auguries, 
the prophecies, the omens, and the por- 
tents of the past can be matched by 
methods that are in use today. In the 
past, men studied the flight of birds, 
the passage of clouds, the entrails of 
freshly killed fowls in order to know 
the future. They consulted oracles and 
witches, soothsayers and seers, and all 
because they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge (Rom. 1:28). Today 
men decide their actions on the basis of 
the old deviltries as well as the new. 
There are still multitudes who read 
horoscopes and consult the stars. Others 
act of the toss of a coin, the cut of a 
pack of cards, the movement of a ouija 
board. Some of them do this without 
knowing that ouija is the combination 
of the word for yes in both French and 
German. The devil always says yes, yes 
to his followers. They do not like No 
for an answer; therefore, they shall have 
Yes. And all of this on the pretense of 
a being who has not the remotest inkling 
of what is going to take place tomorrow, 
other than what he can read in the 
prophecies of the Bible, or can foresee 
in the manner of a good political com- 
mentator or columnist. 

The failure of Satan to know the 
future is a sure proof of his creature- 
hood. The Lord has set forth a definite 
challenge on this point which Satan 
could never meet. “Set forth your case, 
says Jehovah; bring your proofs, says 
the King of Jacob. Let them bring them 
forth, and declare unto us what shall 
happen; tell us the former things, what 
they are, that we may consider them, 
that we may know their outcome; or de- 
clare to us the things to come. Tell us 
what is to come hereafter, that we may 
know that you are gods. . . . Behold, you 
are nothing, and your work is nought; 
an abomination is hé who chooses you” 
(Isa. 41:21-24). 
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Though God has defied men to an- 


’ nounce the future, it is certain that such 


power is claimed by spirit-mediums, but 
the events do not bear out the claim. 
Jennings, in his work on Satan has an 
excellent paragraph on this claim. “We 
must still remember that when men turn 
away from light, a double darkness is 
upon them; and that they thus put 
themselves in a peculiar way in the 
power of the evil one, so that the ‘strong 
delusion’ of which we read in 2 Thes- 
salonians 2 has many a forerunner in 
minor, but still very striking, delusions 
even in the present day. 

“In that day God shall permit him to 
deceive the whole world by the very 
evidences that made Israel say, ‘Jehovah, 
He is God; Jehovah, He is God’ (1 Ki. 
18:39). Fire shall then appear te come 
from Heaven. An image made of dead 
matter shall appear to have life since it 
apparently breathes freely (Rev. 13:15). 
Who will be able to withstand such 
‘proofs’? So today those who have com- 
merce with those evil spirits often have 
the chains of deception riveted the more 
tightly upon them in somewhat. the 
same way. They have to do with super- 
human subtlety, supernatural skill and 
intelligence, and consequently it natu- 
rally transcends the powers of human 
skill to fathom the delusions. And the 
more men give themselves up to this un- 
clean traffic, the more the powers of evil 
are permitted to ensnare them. Future 
events are foretold, and while at times 
these prophecies are utterly at fault, yet 
at times it would appear as if God per- 
mitted their literal fulfillment, possibly 
even by the direct agency of the same 
spirit-powers that gave the prophecy. 
Marvelous memory and knowledge of 
the individuals’ lives do these spirits 
show; marvelous skill, derived both from 
their powers by creation, and 6000 years 
of dealing with mankind, in discerning 
motives do they possess; and equal skill 
in using what they know; yet is the 
highest Prince of all these spirits but a 
creature; and of limited powers; he can- 
not infallibly foretell as to the future.” 


We would not give the present spirit - 


mediums as much credit as Jennings 
does. We believe that the portion of 
fraud in their dealings is much greater 
than many imagine. Today is not yet 
the day of the grand delusion, but the 
day approaches and the Christian must 
be ready at every moment to test all 
claims by the Word of God. Here in 
our hands is the one infallible means 
whereby we can detect that which is of 
the truth and that which is of the father 
of lies. 

Finally, there is one device of Satan 
which is used most frequently and which 
is practically overlooked by the vast 
number of people who take even the 
slightest interest in religion. This ruse 
one of the simplest and most easily de- 
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tected, yet one of the hardest to point 
out to most people, is that Satan gets 
ordained and speaks from Christian pul- 
pits. We are not at this point to be oc- 
cupied with what he teaches when he 
gets there; that will form the subject of 
another chapter when we discuss the mo- 
tives and religion of Satan. We present 
here the simple fact that Satan’s minis- 
ters speak every Sunday from many thou- 
sands of pulpits. 

Several years ago, in a Bible confer- 
ence lecture, in speaking of the source of 
error in Christian theology, we said, 
“Do not forget that the Bible teaches 
us that we are to expect error from the 
pulpit. There is that verse in the Corin- 
thian epistle which says, ‘When you 
look for the devil do not forget to look 
in the pulpit.’” To our surprise, the 
audience burst out laughing. We said 
hastily, “Oh, I'll admit that that is my 
own translation of the Greek,” and once 
more there was laughter. We pointed out 
that it was not a laughing matter; that 
we were most serious. The Revised Ver- 
sion runs thus: “For such men are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And 
no marvel: for even Satan fashioneth 
himself into an angel of light. It is no 
great thing, therefore, if his ministers 
(often with a D.D. and other degrees) 
fashion themselves as ministers of right- 
eousness, whose end shall be according 
to their works” (2 Cor. 11:13-15). 

Truth comes from the Word of God. 
Error comes from the pulpit. If you 
think it over, you will realize that this 
must be the case. Spiritual and religious 
errors are for the most part disseminated 
from the pulpit. It is the false doctrine 
that is preached in thousands of ser- 
mons that gives currency to the false 
ideas that are held by the multitudes. 
The dividing line between truth and 
error is strictly on the question of the 
point of reference. There are those who 
appeal to something outside of the Word 
of God, and there are those of us who 
appeal entirely to the Word of God. 

It goes without saying that we have 
dealt with only a few of the devices and 
wiles of the devil—those that concern his 
person, his appearance, and his deficien- 
cies. We have not spoken of his ways of 
seduction and enthrallment. Some of 
these will be seen more clearly, perhaps, 
in the chapters that follow. Many, of 
course, will become evident only in the 
midst of conflict as the individual learns 
to lean upon the power that has been 
provided in Christ and to measure all 
things by the Word of God. Even at 
this point, we must break off in the 
middle and say that those who overcame 
the attacks of Satan did so “by the blood 
of the Lamb and the Word of their testi- 
mony” (Rev. 12:11). 


(To Be ConTINUED) 








MODERN PSYCHOLOGY 
(Continued from page 19) 


verse was alien and threatening, was, 
even terrifying, indifferent to him, crav- 
ing as he was to feel and know the 
meaning and value of his life? Might 
he not feel the love of man, which is 
the key to all moral and spiritual values, 
is ‘a thing transient, a shadow that de- 
parteth, unless it rests upon love undy- 
ing, real, eternal, the love of God’ ””? 

Consequently, as Grace Stuart proper- 
ly stresses, a man needs the environment 
of divine love for optimum psychological 
health. He needs to be assured that he 
is the object of a love which is infinite 
in understanding, a love which accepts 
him unconditionally, a love which in its 
omnipotence renders him eternally se- 
cure. 

On the other hand, however, man 
must be the subject of love. He him- 
self must be an outgoing personality, 
able to give affection freely, able in sin- 
cere neighbor-love to forget himself, 
able to break through the shell of I-in- 
volvement. For unless a man is capable 
of love, he is risking emotional disaster. 
Imprisoning egocentricity, an excess of 
incurved self-love which means a lack 
of outgoing neighbor-love, is a common 
cause of maladjustment and neurosis. A 
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person, imprisoned in his egocentricity, 
becomes inevitably like the Dead Sea, 
stagnant, bitter, incapable of sustaining 
life—even though he’ may drag out his 
existence indefinitely. The I-engrossed 
person experiences no joy, no character- 
growth, no expansive friendship, no feel- 
ing of usefulness, and no inner peace. 
Tense, brittle, defensive, he is anxiously 
insecure. And the end of egocentricity, 
therefore, with its excessive self-love 
and its lack of neighbor-love, can be and 
often is personality breakdown. 

Henrik Ibsen, the Norwegian. dramat- 
ist, has laid bare the tragedy of imprison- 
ing and destructive egocentricity in his 
famous drama, Peer Gynt. He has the 
superintendent of a mental hospital cry 
out: “It’s here that men are most them- 
selves—themselves and nothing but them- 
selves—sailing with outspread sails of 
self. Each shuts himself in a cask of self, 
the cask stopped with a bung of self, 
and seasoned in a well of self. None has 
a tear for others’ woes or cares what any 
other thinks. . . . Now surely you'll say 
that he’s himself! He’s full of himself 
and nothing else; himself in every word 
he says—himself when he’s beside him- 
self. . .. Long live the Emperor of Self!” 

Do you realize, accordingly, the depth 
of a remark which our Lord made on 
one occasion—it seems, in fact, to have 
been a favorite and frequent teaching 
of His? “For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake shall find it” (Mt. 16:25). 
Ignore the theology of that text temp- 
orarily; concentrate exclusively upon its 
psychology, and you will appreciate why 
the enemies of Jesus once ruefully ad- 
mitted: “Never man spake like this 
man.” For what Jesus really says is what 
a psychologist would say in these terms: 
“If in love you forget yourself, devoting 
your time and thought and strength to 
the people around you, then you will 
really live; but if in egocentricity you 
always think about yourself, work only 
for yourself, and keep your mind focused 
on yourself, then life will slip through 
your fingers unlived.” Hence. Grace 
Stuart writing as a psychologist declares: 
“As soon as we consider personal life, we 
find mental ill-health, and actual in- 
ability to live, wherever the life-force is 
not used, not only in connection with 
the other selves of the environment, but 
on behalf of them. And this we found 
to be, not a religious dictum, but a sci- 
entific fact abundantly borne out by 
the study of neurosis. From being essen- 
tially and necessarily self-regarding it 
must become other-regarding. In true 
human growth the life-force or love-force 
must therefore be lifted to higher and 
higher ends, it must be turned from the 
self, outward. And the strange thing is 
that, whenever this happens with any 
degree of completeness, the human be- 
ing in whom it happens becomes happy— 
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he does not: lose, but- he finds, himself ' 
in the others whom he serves.” Which 
means, more simply put, that man must 
become the subject of love if he is to ex- 
perience optimum psychological health. 
But there is still another aspect of this 
problem to consider. Suppose, as he 
scrutinizes himself, a man discovers that 
he is hopelessly egocentric. Suppose he 
knows that he ought to love—indeed, he 
must love. Suppose, moreover, that he 
desperately wants to love. Yet suppose 
he finds himself incapable of outgoing 
love. What then? Oh, the psychologist 
may employ certain techniques in an at- 
tempt to overcome the resistances and in- 


THE POWER 

oO F G © D i N hibitions which, in his judgment, are pre- 
P venting the exercise of love; and within 

ON —& MAN’S Y their sphere those techniques are legiti- 


mate and may be imperative. The psy- 
Li FES chologist, however, cannot induce and 

produce outgoing love. And therefore 
precisely at this point the glory of the 
gospel shines out resplendently. Is that a 
claim which the facts fail to substantiate? 
No, the claim is fully verifiable. Ponder 
what Dr. William Ernest Hocking of 
Harvard University said some years ago, 
and Dr. Hocking can scarcely be accused 
of any evangelical bias: “The question, 
how is love to God or to men possible 
if as a matter of fact I do not have it, 
would be answered if there were, as the 
moving spirit of the world, an aggressive 
lover able and disposed to break in upon 
my temper of critical egoism and win 
my response. This would seem to be a 
necessary, if not a sufficient, condition of 
‘salvation.’ ” 
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me Well, now, what does Christianity 
teach? It teaches that “the moving spirit 
of the world,” the Creator of the cosmos, 
the Lord of history, the Judge of man- 
kind, is “an aggressive lover,” a Lover 
who in His omnipotence is able “to 
break in upon our temper of critical 
egoism,” and who in His grace is dis- 
posed to make that breakthrough be- 
cause by His very nature He is holy love. 


Christianity teaches that God created us 
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an environment which endows even the 
meanest human life with security, signi- 
ficance, and satisfaction. Christianity 
teaches that, as an aggressive Lover, God 
took the initiative and stepped into his- ug 

















Featuring 
BILL WILLIAMS-GEORGIA LEE 
Billy Graham + Richard Benedict 
Douglas Kennedy « Stanley Clements 
Ric Roman - Paul Piccerni 


Adopted for the John . . 
eating Smo tse coho tory, dying upon the cross to reconcile 
with original score by Ralph Cormichoel us unto Himself. In addition, Christian- 


Directed by Dick Ross 
A GREAT COMMISSION FILM PRODUCTION 


ity teaches that by the wooing of His 
Holy Spirit, God penetrates our defen- 
sive egocentricity and evokes from us the 
response of loving faith. 
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because we have received love. We can 


’ live serenely and securely because. we are 


held in the grip of a love which will 
never let us go. 

Consequently the gospel—and I ven- 
ture to assert that the gospel alone—can 
meet man’s need for love, endowing the 
meanest life with security, significance, 
and satisfaction. 

Finally, according to Carl Jung, for 
his optimum psychological health man 
needs insight. He must have an under- 
standing of himself, of his world, and 
of reality at large. He must have a 
philosophy by which he can be success- 
fully oriented to the big, buzzing, bloom- 
ing confusion in the midst of which he 
finds himself thrust without his permis- 
sion being asked. 

Now the importance of this need for 
insight has been italicized by William 
Sheldon, who holds that it is more im- 
portant than the sex-satisfaction stressed 
by Freud or the power-drive stressed by 
Alfred Adler, the two men who together 
with Jung are the three key figures in 
modern psychology. For Sheldon asserts: 
“Continued observation of the basic, dy- 
namic nature of happiness, especially in 
clinical, psychological practice, leads 
almost inevitably to the conclusion that 
deeper and more fundamental than 
sexuality, deeper than the craving for 
social power, deeper even than the de- 
sire for possession, there is a still more 
generalized and more universal craving 
in human makeup. It is the craving for 
knowledge of the right direction, for 
orientation.” So Sheldon is persuaded 
that, fundamentally, man wants an an- 
swer to his haunting and perennial ques- 
tions. Where did I come from? Why am 
I here? What destiny awaits me? Man is 
in darkness, and he wants light. Man is 
in uncertainty, and he wants assurance. 
Man is in ignorance, and he wants know- 
ledge. But where is healing insight to 
be found? I never weary of repeating one 
terse, stark sentence from Dr. W. Mc- 
Neile Dixon’s Gifford lectures on The 
Human Situation. A scintillating scholar 
who served for many years as a professor 
at the University of Edinburgh, Dr. 
Dixon in his wide-ranging lectures dis- 
cusses our human plight and predica- 
ment, particularly in view of the haunt- 
ing questions which we put to ourselves; 
and suddenly in an outburst of candor 
he laments: “We are in the dark about 
everything.” So the whole range of man’s 
thought and experience issues in what? 
Ignorance! 

No less pessimistic than Dr. Dixon’s 
verdict is that of C. C. Pratt, an out- 
standing experimentalist, who writes in 
his The Logic of Modern Psychology: 
“Science is a vast and impressive tauto- 
logy. Its laws are summaries of observa- 
tions, its hypotheses involve arguments 
that are circular. Since its explanations 
are true only if they can be demonstrated 
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empirically, they explain nothing that 
is not already known. The mystery which 
surrounds the life of man is as dark to- 
day as it was when man first came out 
of the jungle, and will be just as im- 
penetrable when the last surviving sci- 
entist thinks his concluding thought or 
writes his final sentence.” 


And just as pessimistic, too, was the 
verdict of the late William Inge, dean 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, who, 
despite his eminent position in the 
Anglican Church, apparently never be- 
came personally acquainted with Jesus 
Christ: “All my life I have struggled to 
find the purpose of living. I have tried 
to answer three problems which seemed 
to me to be fundamental: the problem 
of eternity, the problem of human per- 
sonality, and the problem of evil. I 
have failed. I have solved none of them, 
and I know no more now than when I 
started. And I believe no one ever will 
solve them. I know as much about the 
after life as you do—nothing. I don’t 
even know there is one—in the sense in 
which the church teaches it. I have no 
vision of ‘heaven’ or ‘a welcoming God.’ 
I do not know what I shall find.” So all 
the searchings and questings of non- 
revelational theism issues in what? Ig- 
norance! 


But over against these candid admis- 
sions of ignorance and these pessimistic 
verdicts of failure put the glowing prom- 
ise of Jesus Christ, “I am the light of 
the world, he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness but shall have the 
light of life” (John 8:12). Only in 
Christianity, then, is the riddle of exist- 
ence successfully unraveled. Only in the 
gospel can man obtain an adequate an- 
swer to his haunting questions. Only in 
the nail-pierced hands of his gibbeted 
God can he find a thread of meaning 
which will lead him out of the dark 
labyrinth of mystery into the sunshine 
of cosmic understanding. Only in 
Christianity can man obtain the insight 
which is indispensable for his optimum 
psychological health. 


Christianity, consequently, is not a 
fruitful cause of maladjustment. That 
indictment must be quashed. Christian- 
ity is precisely the opposite of what its 
psychological critics contend. It ‘is actu- 
ally the one guaranteed source of per- 
sonality-integration. Our Lord was not 
talking idly when he said, “I am come 
that they might have life and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” Leav- 
ing aside the whole matter of its bear- 
ing upon a man’s future destiny, the 
gospel is still vital and indispensable for 
existence here and now. And hence, 
when properly interpreted, psychology, 
far from eviscerating faith, points to the 
luminous figure of Jesus and declares 
with profoundest significance, “In him 
is life.” END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


will take unto Me faithful witnesses.” 
It is God speaking, continuing the 
speech begun in the previous verse. God 
had given the law to Israel and had 
said that at the mouth of two witnesses 
a thing should be established. Now He 
is going to choose two men of high 
position in the nation and use them as 
witnesses on behalf of Himself. They 
would know that the four-word testi- 
mony was an announcement of God’s 
intervention and the prophecy of a 
determined plan which would go 
through speedily, according to the di- 
vine schedule. There would be no pos- 
sible excuse for unbelief. There would 
be no possibility of rationalization or 
deceptive explanation. Their own men 
would witness against them. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy 
meticulous righteousness. 


FAITHFUL WITNESSES (8:2) 

These men are given the title of faith- 
ful witnesses, yet the Scripture shows 
that one of them was a godless apostate, 
willing to pander to his royal master’s 
whim. For when the king of Assyria 
reached Damascus, Ahaz went to meet 
him, and, impressed by a heathen altar, 
sent a model of it to this Urijah, the 
priest, who had it duplicated so that 
Ahaz could offer pagan sacrifices in devil 
worship (2 Ki. 16:10-13). The other wit- 
ness was probably that Zechariah whose 
daughter, Abi, had become the wife of 
Ahaz (2 Ki. 18:2). That such men 
should be called “faithful witnesses” 
does not speak of their inherent charac- 
ter, but of the fact that their office and 
position gave them such a reputation 
and influence with the king and the un- 
believing people that their testimony 
could not be refused. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
dost leave men without excuse. 


URIAH . .. ZECHERIAH .. . JEBERECHIAH 
(8:2) . 

Hebrew names are fruitful in mean- 
ing, and are divinely intended to teach 
great truths. There are scores of refer- 
ences which confirm this. In spite of the 
fact that the men who are called as wit- 


nesses are with the godless Ahaz, their 





names are associated with their office as 
witnesses to the truth of God. Uriah 
means “Jehovah is my light,” and thus 
the first witness testifies to the light of 
God. Jeberechiah means “Jehovah will 
bless,” while Zecheriah means “Jehovah 
remembers.” Thus the second witness 
shows that Jehovah’s divine purpose is 
to bless His people, and the offspring 
of that blessing is that the Lord will re- 
member His people and never forget 
His promises to them. Thus we see that 
light and love are the names of these 
men chosen to witness to the truth of 
God. In spite of their personal failures 
their names proclaim the faithfulness of 


Lord, we thank Thee that all 
faithfulness is in Thee. 


THE PROPHETESS CONCEIVED (8:3) 

There is no reason to follow Calvin’s 
strange idea that there was no real child 
but that Isaiah saw all this in a vision. 
Those centuries were ages of rude truth 
and the people had no puritanical prud- 
ery. It is even possible that the two wit- 
nesses were called upon to look upon 
the begetting, and the resulting gossip 
would have driven the prophecy into 
the minds of all who heard it when 
they learned that the child of that act 
was to have the strange name HAstTE 
Sport SPEED PREy. Isaiah’s wife is called 
a prophetess not because of her relation- 
ship to her husband, in the manner 
that the wife of a king would be called 
a queen, but because she became such 
an active participant in the bringing 
forth of the sign-child that was to be a 
witness against Ahaz. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the way 
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BEFORE KNOWS HOW TO CRY 


(8:4) 

The prophecy of destruction was or- 
iginally announced sixty-five years be- 
fore the event (Amos 3:11). Forty-five 
years later Isaiah made his first proph- 
ecy of this destruction, linking it by the 
time element to Amos’ prophecy (Isa. 
7:8). The people had imagined that the 
prophecy had grown old, and therefore 
had lost its vitality in so short a time. 
The doom which was announced to 
Ahaz as taking place within twenty 
years is now announced as impending 
in twenty-one months. When nine 
months were climaxed with the birth of 
the baby, named Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 
there were but twelve months to go. For 
the spoiling of Damascus and Samaria 
were to take place before the child was 
old enough to lisp the simplest words, 
Abbi or Immi—papa and mama. And 
thus it came to pass. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy 
simple plainness. 


THE CHILD 


THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS AND THE SPOIL 
OF SAMARIA (8:4) 

Calvin says of this: The prophet 
speaks thus “to comfort the godly and 
to hold up to scorn the foolish dread of 
the wicked king, who could not endure 
that the Lord should assist him; for he 
rejected not only the promises, but also 
the sign which was offered. Therefore 
the prophet goes farther and farther in 
reproving his wickedness, and that of 
the whole nation. “Thou dost indeed be- 
lieve nothing, but the Lord will assist 
His own; and thou shalt quickly see 
sudden and unexpected changes, by 
which the Lord will deliver His people 

. . Servants of God do not always 
speak so as to be believed by their 
hearers, for Isaiah here addresses wicked 
men, in whom he produces no convic- 
tion. He does this to convict them more 
and more of their unbelief, and to re- 
prove them for it; and also to render 
the goodness of God more manifest, for 
that goodness rises superior to the wick- 
edness of both king and people.” 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thine 
overwhelming goodness. 


CARRIED AWAY BEFORE THE KING OF ASSYRIA 
(8:4) 

At this moment Ahaz, humanly speak- 
ing, could think that he had heen suc- 
cessful. When Syria and Israel had 
formed a coalition against him he had 
sent to Tiglath-Pileser, the great king of 
Assyria, and arranged for an alliance. 
This king had marched against the rear 
of Judah’s enemies; and the siege of 
Jerusalem was raised, even as God has 
said that it would be. But Ahaz took 
the credit for it because he had formed 
the alliance which brought it about. He 
even made a trip up to captured Damas- 
cus in order to pay homage to his new 
suzerain, the Assyrian king. We can see 
into his proud heart, for he thinks that 


he has accomplished his purpose, and 
that he has done it without submitting 
to the God of Judah, and that he has 
done it all by himself. In the story of 
this that is told in the book of the 


Chronicles, God dismisses it. with a 
single line: Ahaz had submitted himself 
abjectly to the king of Assyria, “but it 
helped him not” (2 Chron. 28:21). 


Lord, we are glad that. all our 
help is in Thee. 


THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN (8:5) 

The prophecy that comes now is dis- 
tinct from that which has gone before. 
The Lord comes to Isaiah again and 
again over the course of the years, thus 
adding vastly to the significance and im- 
portance of the prophecy which is about 
to come. For the people had become. 
rooted in their unbelief while at the 
same time relying on their supposed im- 
munity which they thought to possess in 
the covenants of promise. They had no 
idea that God could and would destroy 
their city, ravish their land, and exile 
them for a space of generations. The 
prophecy, therefore, had to be dinned 
into their ears repeatedly. It is a terrible 
thing to become careless with the grace 
of God and to be guilty of the sin of 
presuming on that grace. 


Lord, keep back Thy servant from 
presumptuous sins (Psa. 19:13). 


THE WATERS OF SHILOAH (8:6) 

This little brook, the modern Ain Sil- 
wan, flows between Mt. Zion and Mt. 
Moriah. Here, indeed, we may find 
“books in the running brooks.” For Mt. 
Zion is the mountain of grace (Heb. 
12:18-22), and Mt. Moriah is the moun- 
tain of deliverance. It was here that 
God provided Himself a Lamb in the 
days of Abraham (Gen. 22:2, 8), and it 
was here that God stopped the sword 
of judgment in the day of David (2 
Sam. 24; 2 Chron. 2:1). It was on Mt. 
Moriah that the Temple was built and 
where many sacrifices were killed which 
could not make their offerers perfect or 
still their consciences. These, neverthe- 
less, pointed to the better sacrifice 
which could do this. Nothing could be 
a better picture of Christ, the gently 
flowing stream of grace, rejected of men. 
(Cf. Gen. 49:10, Shiloh). 

-Lord, may we ever drink of Christ. 


WATERS THAT GO SOFTLY (8:6) 

“Now again the historical outlines 
fade, as mere history, and become pro- 
phetic of a far more serious rejection 
of the true ‘waters of Shiloah’ in Im- 
manuel Himself, the Virgin’s Son. In 
what gentle grace the ‘Sent One’ (Shilo- 
ah) of the Father came. How softly 
flowed the stream of His goodness! Let 
one drink of those waters, and never 
more would that one thirst (John 4:14). 
Let the blind wash therein, and straight- 
way he ‘comes seeing’ (John 9:7); 
wherever they flowed there was life and 
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healing. Yet the waters were refused by 


‘that people, and the cross was the evi- 


dence and measure of that refusal, while 
the Roman, who was, in that day, in 
the place of the Assyrian, took away the 
place and the nation, and it remains 
scattered even unto this present hour. 
. . . The waters of Shiloah still flow 
softly, but it is through the Scriptures 
vivified by the Spirit, and through those 
who have themselves drunk thereof 
(John 7:38), by whom the ‘love of the 
truth’ is still proclaimed. Still these wa- 
ters are refused with repulsion, for one 
must stoop to drink them.” 

Lord, teach us to stoop. 


THIS PEOPLE REJOICETH (8:6) 


We must reject the conjectural read- 
ing of the RSV which seeks to get 
around a difficulty by an arbitrary 
change of the text. The RSV says that 
the people “melt in fear” before Rezin 
and Remaliah’s son, the Hebrew has a 
noun, not a verb, and reads “and joy 
with.” Jennings seeks to get around the 
difficulty by taking this prophecy away 
from Ahaz and Judah and applying it 
to the ten departed tribes. But the 
whole force of the prophecy is that 
Judah is about to be destroyed in an- 
other year by the flooding of the power 
of Assyria. I believe that the meaning is 
spiritual, namely, there is no difference 





on the one hand and that which char- 
acterized the northern peoples. They 
might be menaced by the northern 
armies, but they were one at heart with 
the northern enmity against Jehovah. 
Lord, ever turn our hearts to Thee. 


REZIN AND REMALIAH’S SON (8:6) 

Hebrew names have great spiritual 
meanings, and there is much hidden 
here. Remaliah is a compound of rem, 
“lifted up,” the preposition 1, “to,” and 
Jah, “Jehovah.” Here is one who is like 
Lucifer who was “lifted up to Jehovah,” 
who had set his heart as the heart of 
God (Ezk. 28:6). Remaliah’s son then 
is a symbol of the Antichrist, “son of 
perdition who opposes and exalts him- 
self against every so-called god or object 
of worship” (2 Thes. 2:4). He is seen 
here, as he will be in the future, the 
head of apostate Israel, in a confederacy 
against the Lord’s true Judah, a confed- 
eracy which shall not stand. Rezin is not 
only a proper name, but the noun which 
in Genesis (49:6) is translated “self- 
will.” Ahaz and his people were rejoic- 
ing in this same spirit, living in self- 
will, and proudly lifted up to Jehovah. 

Lord, make and keep us humble. 


THE LORD BRINGS UPON THEM THE WATERS 
OF THE RIVER (8:7) 


Here, again, is one of the many con- 
trasts in the Scripture between the grace 
of God and the wrath of God. If men 





will not have the blood of the Lamb, 
they must have the refuse-judgment of 
the Lamb (Mal. 2:3). If they will not 
have the Lamb of the altar, they must 
have the fire of the altar . (Rev. 8:5). , 
Here they refuse the waters of Shiloah 
that “go softly,”.so they must be carried . 
away in the judgment flood, which is 
symbolized by the, waters of the Eu- 
phrates, the river on which the Assyrian 
power was builded. In the first small 
fulfillment of this prophecy, the power 
of the judgment flood was such that 
Hezekiah was forced even to pry the 
ornaments from the-door posts of the 
Temple and give them to the enemy (2 
Ki. 18:16). In the future the nation and 
the land will be crushed like the wheat 
between the mill stones. 

Lord, give us a taste for the soft waters. 


IT SHALL REACH EVEN TO THE NECK (8:8) 

No matter how detailed was the early 
fulfillment of this prophecy, we are 
surely carried forward here to the last 
days when the power of the great north- 
ern confederacy shall overwhelm the 
land of Israel in the time of the Great 
Tribulation. There are scores of proph- 
ecies, yes, scores of chapters which de- 
scribe the future desolation of the land. 
The Lord Jesus spoke of “the abomina- 
tion of desolation” as being in the far 
future in His day (Mt. 24:15), and the 
Spirit gives further details of the deso- 





between the apostasy of Ahaz and Judah 
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lation long after Jerusalem had been de- 
stroyed by the Romans (Rev. 12:12, 
etc.). The mills of God grind slowly, but 
they grind exceeding fine, and the des- 
perate days are yet to come for Israel 
and her land. Failure to understand this 
fact closes many doors to real under- 
standing of the Word of God. 


Lord, we pray for Israel’s 
(Psa. 122:6). 
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June 26-July 3, 1955 IMMANUEL! (8:8) 

Suddenly there is a cry like the an- 
guished howl of a dying animal—Im- 
manuel! It is possible to interpret it as 
a cry of a remnant, as though it were 
similar to the cry of the souls under 
the altar, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth?” (Rev. 6:10). Surely we can un- 
derstand such a cry when the waters of 
judgment are up to the necks of the 
people. But it may also be seen as the 
astonished cry of Isaiah himself. He had 
given himself to the Lord for service 
with his, “Here am I, send me.” At once 
he had been forced to prophesy of 
doom. His heart has gone on through 
the horrors that are revealed to us from 
the moment of that surrender, but now 
he nears the cracking point. “Immanuel! 
The flood of the enemy is on the land 
that Thou didst swear to Abraham and 
his seed forever!” Thus our hearts cry 
today as we see Satan usurping. 


Lord, come quickly and right all wrongs. 
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YE SHALL BE BROKEN IN PIECES (8:9) 

The anguished cry of the people, or 
that of the prophet’s soul, is speedily 
heard and answered from Heaven. At 
the moment when the rivers of judgment 
flow deepest the Lord will intervene. 
“When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standard against him” (Isa. 59:19). For, 
when the enemy comes into Immanuel’s 
land, even though he comes at first as a 
divine vengeance from God, he will, him- 
self, be broken in that very land. This 
was not fulfilled in Isaiah’s day, for the 
power of Assyria was very great through 
the reigns of several kings after this, but 
there shall be utter fulfillment when the 
powers of evil shall come into Palestine 
at the time of the battle of Armageddon, 
there to be broken forever. 


Lord, we thank Thee for the 
sureness of Thy Word. 


IT SHALL COME TO NAUGHT (8:10) 

It was true in that day, it is just as 
true in our day, and it will be just as 
true in the future—the plan of the Lord 
will be fulfilled and all the counsels of 
men cannot prevail against it. The na- 
tions rage and the people imagine a 
vain thing, but He that sits in the Heav- 
ens shall laugh, the Lord shall have 
them in derision (Psa. 2). Isaiah cries 
out in anguish at the power of Assyria 
flooding the land “to the neck,” but the 
waters shall not come over the head. To 
Micah was given the prophecy for the 
far distant future, “And this shall be 
peace, when the Assyrian comes into our 
land and tramples our palaces, that we 
will raise against him seven shepherds 
and eight princes of men; they shall rule 
the land of Assyria with the sword, and 
the land of Nimrod in its key “places, 
and He shall deliver us from the As- 
syrian” (Mic. 5:5, 6, Heb.). 

Lord, we praise Thee for the 
finality of Thy power. 
FOR GOD IS WITH US (8:10) 

There is a striking parallelism in the 
Hebrew which is lost in our translations. 
At the close of verse eight there is the 
cry of despair in which the name of the 
Lord comes as a shout of anguish—O 
Immanuel! Then suddenly there is the 
great answer of God, that the alliances 
of men will fail, that coalitions will not 
bring victory nor stave off destruction, 
that the nations shall be broken, that 
conferences will bring nothing,, that 
plans will come to naught, and that de- 
crees will not stand. And then, in a 
magnificent simplicity, there is the sim- 
ple explanation—“‘for . . . Immanuel!” 
Just those two words, but they contain 
the whole story. It is as though the Lord 
says: You called my name in pleading 
anguish? I answered by uttering that 
same name, and with that breath all hu- 
man efforts were scattered like chaff. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the 
power of Thy name. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY 
(Continued from page 15) 


New Testament scholar. It -is revealed, 
for example, that Paul observed with 
some care the forms of polite address 
common in his day. There is an opening 
word of salutation, followed by thanks- 
giving and prayer for the person or 
company addressed. Then comes the 
special subject of communication, greet- 
ings to friends, and perhaps a closing 
word of prayer. 

Even Thonis’ letter to Arion reveals 
some of these stereotyped forms, and 
they are almost universal. Here is a 
second century letter which shows strik- 
ingly the Pauline style in brief: 

Ammonous to her sweetest father, 

greeting. When I received your let- 

ter and recognized that by the will 

of the Gods you were preserved, I 

rejoiced greatly. And as at the same 

time an opportunity here presented 
itself, I am writing you this letter 
being anxious to pay my respects. 

Attend as quickly as possible to the 

matters that are pressing. Whatever 

the little one asks shall be done. If 
the bearer of this letter hands over 

a small basket to you, it is I who 

sent it. All your friends greet you 

by name. Celer greets you and all 
who are with him. I pray for your 
health. 

One other point of some importance 
emerges from a study of the papyrus 
letters, and that is the presence and 
function of the scribe. Letters were dic- 
tated, and even men and women quite 
capable of adding a signature and post- 
script in their own hand appear to have 
employed a professional letter writer for 
the body of their note. In the epistle to 
the Galatians, Paul, in closing, took the 
pen from the scribe, and “in large char- 
acters” (6:11) paid the church he had 
so sternly reprimanded the delicate com- 
pliment of a personal postscript above 





the signature. which authenticated the 
whole. 

It has been suggested that a capable 
scribe, aware of his employer's mind, 
may have been entrusted, like any cap- 
able secretary today, with the supplying 
of some of the phraseology. Slight differ- 
ences of style (as, for example, between 
the first and second epistles of Peter) 
might easily be accounted for by this 
habit. One important lesson, therefore, 
from the non-literary papyri, is the limi- 
tations of stylistic critcism. 


The Language of the Papyri 


It is in the sphere of language that 
the papyri have given most light to the 
student of the New Testament epistles. 
They have revealed that Paul and his 
fellow writers used the vernacular of the 
day, the racy speech of common inter- 
course. What else should be expected? A 
Cockney agitator in a recent best seller 
remarks autobiographically: “. . . I prac- 
tised talking the way they did, for use 
when necessary. There’s a whole lot of 
people don’t seem to understand that 
you have to talk to a man in his own 
language before he’ll take you seriously.” 
The aim of the New Testament is to be 
taken seriously, and its writers deliber- 
ately talk in the daily speech of ordinary 
mankind. Luke begins his Gospel with 
a literary introduction worthy of Thu- 
cydides. He then rounds off his sentence, 
puts sophistication aside, and adopts the 
vernacular. 

The same vernacular, recovered from 
the papyri, was the speech of the epistles. 
It is not without grace and power; it is 
not incapable of poetry; it is flexible and 
expressive; but it is at the same time, in 
“the full stream,” as Moulton put it, of 
contemporary Greek. And it is the voca- 
bulary of that contemporary language 
which again and again throws light on 
passages in the epistles. The papyri, 
have, in fact, added a sizable appendix 
to the Greek lexicon. 
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Ai the beginning of 
this terrifying twen- 
tieth century, in 
November, 1918, an 
historic _ prophetic 
conference was held 
at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City. The 
John $. Wimbish ast’ shot of World 
War I had just been fired when the 
throngs gathered to consider the true 
nature of the age, and the fact that last- 
ing peace would not be attained until 
the Prince of Peace comes again. 

Almost a quarter of a century later, 
in November, 1942, when World War II 
was raging, another great prophetic con- 
ference was held, this time at the Cal- 
vary Baptist Church. So compelling was 
the desire for a deeper insight into 
God's forecast for the future, that one 
year later the third convocation of this 
nature was conducted. 

Once again, in the fall of 1952, the 
Calvary Baptist Church of New York 
was host to another prophetic confer- 
ence, the first International Congress on 
Prophecy, under the auspices of the 
American Association for Jewish Evan- 
gelism. At this meeting, some of the 
leading scholars of our time interpreted 
this century's cataclysmic conditions in 
the light of the Divine Word. Standing 
room was at a premium for many of the 
services. 

Since 1952, there has been a frighten- 
ing acceleration in the race for armed 
yrs spe among the nations. Race sui- 
cide appears to be staring us in the face. 
In this day of confusion and fear, we 
who believe that God has spoken clearly 
through His Word have a duty to de- 
clare His message for these days. There- 
fore, a second International Congress on 
Prophecy, under the same sponsorshi 
as the previous conference in 1952, will 
convene during the eight-day period of 
November 6 through 13 of this year, at 
the Calvary Baptist Church, 123 W. 57th 
Street, New York City. 

Under the able leadership of Dr. V. 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton 
College, the Committee is inviting twen- 
ty outstanding — and Bible 
scholars to give fresh interpretation of 
God’s plan for this atomic age. 

Dr. John S. Wimbish, pastor of the 
host church, extends to you a cordial in- 





. Vitation to join with thousands of other 


believers in what the Committee sincere- 

ly hopes will be the most significant con- 

ference ever held on Bible prophecy. 

Much prayer and planning has been de- 

voted to this important conclave in or- 

der to present to all peoples everywhere 

an effective testimony t the literal, 

visible, personal return of Jesus Christ 
is the only hope of the world. 

For more detailed information, write: 
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There is. space for selected illustra- 
tions only: “I have all, and abound,” 
runs Philippians 4:18 in the Author- 
ized Version. But why did Paul use a 
compound form of the verb “to have,” 
which, in Classical Greek, carries a mean- 
ing which would not make sense in the 
passage quoted, any more than it would 
in Matthew 6:2, 5, and 16? “Verily,” 
Christ said, “they have their reward.” 
In translating the Aramaic, Matthew 
used the same compound of the verb 
“to have.” Matthew's meaning was plain 
enough from the other Gospels, but why 
such a strange word? Then hosts of bills 
were found in the rubbish heaps of an 
Egyptian town—only some of them paid. 
The formula for receipt was the verb 
in question—“he is quit.” Matthew was 
again at the receipt of customs when 
he penned his verse. He pictured the 
hypocrite’s bill, his claim on God paid 
in full in earthly glory, spot cash; “he 
is quit.” And Paul is saying: “I give you 
a receipt in full for all your kindness.” 

So, too, does Hebrews 11:1 when a 
papyrus document reveals that the word 
so vaguely translated “substance,” was 
a common word for “title deeds.” Title 
deeds give us secure possession of that 
which we have not necessarily seen, and 
faith firmly places in our hands the un- 
seen wealth of a spiritual world. For the 
same world Paul counted all worldly 
advantage “loss” (Phil. 3:8). His expres- 
sion gains strength when a papyrus uses 
the same word for bones cast out for the 
dogs. 

When the Jews of Thessalonica com- 
plain that “those who have turned the 
world upside down” have arrived to 
disturb their peace (Acts 17:6), they use 
a word Paul himself employs of those 
who are “unsettling” the folk of Galatia 
(Gal. 5:12). This is the very word 
Theon’s mother uses in the first letter 
quoted above. “He upsets me,” quotes 
the bad boy sarcastically. 


The new light from the papyri sug- 
gests, in consequence, numerous more 
exact translations. For example, read 
“originator,” for “captain” in Hebrews 
2:10, “debating” for “doubting” in 1 
Timothy 2:8, and “I have guarded my 
trust” for “I have kept the faith” in 2 
Timothy 4:7, Examples might be mul- 
tiplied, but enough has been quoted to 
show that, with the discovery of the 
papyri, the language of the New Testa- 
ment has truly risen from the dead. It 
was the German scholar Deissmann who 
first saw the extent of the significance of 
the new world of language which was 
awaiting exploration, and if Deissmann 
went too far in developing the social 
implications of his discovery, his name, 
none the less, must stand with Ramsay’s 
for the worth of his contribution to 
the understanding of the New Testa- 
ment as a living book. Enp 
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THEY BESOUGHT THE LORD. 
(Continued from page 7) 


even years had he terrified the country- 
side by his presence among the tombs 
and his wild cries day and night that 
chilled the blood and checked the hearts 
in those who heard him. And_ they 
learned that he had been restored to his 
present condition by the few spoken 
words of the leader of the group of men 
before them. 

The Gadarenes must have felt the 
prodding of an uneasy conscience due to 
their long and flagrant violation of their 
law in their nourishing of the swine. 
These all were destroyed now. And was 
not this the righteous judgment of God 
whose patience was finally at an end? 
And was not the man who had such 
power over the spiritual world one who 
had been sent from God? 

All of their pigs, their great capital in- 
vestment and an important part of their 
living, were in the lake, destroyed. So 
they came to Jesus to beseech, to para- 
kaleo, Him to depart from them. 

Were there no other men or women in 
all Gadara who were possessed with 
demons? Was there none who was sick, 
or who was blind, or was lame within all 
their boundaries? Was there none pres- 
ent willing to beseech the Lord who had 
displayed such power, on their behalf? 
Were these all forgotten because the pigs 
were lost? 

As someone has said, “If the Gadarenes 
could not have their pigs, they did not 
want their Lord.” 

Then there came another who be- 
sought Him, who had his own paralakeo; 
it was the healed man; and his prayer 
was because of devotion. 

Undoubtedly he remembered what he 
had been, possessed of some terrible 
power he could not resist. He had known 
the antagonism of his fellows and re- 
membered their attempts to restore him 





by persuasion and kindly consideration, 
and how greatly he wanted to respond 
to them and could not. Then their at- 
tempts to control him, binding him hand 
and foot with chains and fetters. And 
he himself was amazed at the super- 
human strength that enabled him to 
break them all. Then his flight from the 
presence of men to the tombs where it 
was better, better to be among the dead 
than among the living. But the misery 
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of it. The’cold, the loneliness, the hunger 
and the great difficulty of satisfying it. 
The uncontrollable cries and_ the 
laughter, so strange and so unwanted. 
And his inability to keep from hurting 
himself with the sharp stones he picked 
up. : 

All this was gone now. Only the scars 
in his flesh were left to remind him of 
those terrible years. He had been prop- 
erly clothed. He was warm and the 
people around him were friendly and 
showed it in manner and by word and 
none was afraid of him. He could speak 
as he wished to and do what he liked for 
his mind was normal and he controlled 
his body. 

He had been the object of the Lord’s 
compassion and had been the beneficiary 
of His power. And now that Lord who 
had done these miracles for him, was 
departing, actually He was entered into 
the ship. The now healed man, follow- 
ing, thought that he, too, could enter, 
but he was forbidden. Therefore, stand- 
ing upon the shore, he besought Him, 
parakaleo-ed Him, that he might be with 
Him with the earnestness that was an ex- 
pression of the devotion he had for Him. 


The first two of these prayers were 
answered to the letter. Because of the 
fear that moved them, the demons be- 
sought Him not to send them from off 
the face of the earth. And He did not. 
They then besought His permission to 
enter into the swine, and He granted 
it to them. None of this was contrary 
to the will of God. It was before “the 
time,” but when “the time” has come 
such prayers, such beseeching, will be 
useless. 

The Gadarenes because of their selfish- 
ness besought Him to depart from them. 
He did so at once. The Lord Christ did 
not, and does not force Himself upon 
any. If He is not wanted, He will not 
stay. Christianity does not coerce, nor 
does it drive. Rather it pleads and in- 
vites. 

But the healed man based his prayer 
on devotion and found it refused in the 
letter, for he was not permitted to go 
with his deliverer. There was something 
that he must do for Him. “Go and tell 
what great things the Lord hath done for 
thee,” was required of him. And in his 
obedience in going through the ten 
cities, Decapolis, and their boundaries, 
he was sure to find the spiritual answer 
to his prayer in the presence of the Lord 
with him. 

And so we in these days, who have 
been the objects of the Lord’s compas- 
sion and the beneficiaries of His power, 
have the same commission, “Go tell.” Go 
into all the world and tell what great 
things the Lord has done; and we, too, 
when we are obedient, will know His 
presence in the fulfilling of His own 
promise, “Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the age.” Enp 
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